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Prelude   —   “Voices Raised to You”                                            Marilyn Biery 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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*Gathering Hymn   —   “Voices Raised to You” (#845)                                   song of praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 
  the one who fashions us,  
  the one who heals us, 
  the one who reforms us again and again. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
  

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., © 1997 GIA Publications; Music: Carolyn Jennings, © 1996 admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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 P Source of all life, 

 C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.  
  We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of  
  love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn  
  the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us.  
  Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak  
  for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your  
  whole creation. Amen. 

 
*Absolution 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us  
  your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us  
  your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of your  

  Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen.

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Jonah 3:10—4:11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, 
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; 
and he did not do it. 4:1But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 2He 
prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own 
country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gra-
cious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to re-
lent from punishing. 3And now, O Lord, please take my life from me, for it is better for 
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 L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 145:1-8                                       Antiphon: Marcus Veenstra 
 

 Antiphon: Gloria a Dios en los cielos. (Glory to God in the highest.) 

 
 
 

  1I will exalt you, my | God and king, 
   and bless your name forev- | er and ever. 
  2Every day | will I bless you 
   and praise your name forev- | er and ever. 
 

 3Great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised! 
   There is no end | to your greatness. 
  4One generation shall praise your works | to another 
   and shall de- | clare your power. Antiphon 
 

 5I will speak of the glorious splendor | of your majesty 
   and all your | marvelous works. 
  6They shall tell of the might of your | wondrous acts, 
   and I will re- | count your greatness. 
 

 7They shall publish the remembrance of | your great goodness; 
   they shall sing joyfully | of your righteousness. 
  8The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion, 
   slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. Antiphon 

 

me to die than to live.” 4And the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 5Then Jonah 
went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He 
sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city. 
 6The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade 
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 
7But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so 
that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat 
down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is 
better for me to die than to live.” 9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry 
about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” 10Then the Lord said, “You are 
concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it 
came into being in a night and perished in a night. 11And should I not be concerned about 
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand 
persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?” 
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Second Reading   —   Philippians 1:21-30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 20:1-16 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 20th chapter. C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which I prefer. 23I am hard pressed between the 
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; 24but to remain in the 
flesh is more necessary for you. 25Since I am convinced of this, I know that I will remain 
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 26so that I may share 
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
 27Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I 
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, 28and are 
in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction, 
but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. 29For he has graciously granted you the 
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—30since you are 
having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out about nine 
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he said to them, ‘You also 
go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 5When he went 
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock 
he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you stand-
ing here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 
‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 
his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then 
going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the 
usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                                Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” (#358)                      ryburn 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

each of them also received the usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grum-
bled against the landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 
13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with 
me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this 
last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs 
to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last.” 

Text: Brian A. Wren © 1977, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company; Music: Norman Crocker, © Oxford University Press 
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*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer.

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Words of Witness   —   Moment for Stewardship 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “Take My Life, That I May Be”            Robert Powell, Kristina Langlois 
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*Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

 P Gracious and merciful God,  
  slow to anger, rich in love,  
  we bless your name and give you thanks.  
  In our need, you make haste to help us.  
  You plant us beside streams of your wisdom,  
  teach us in pastures greening with truth,  
  and guide us on the path of your promise.  
  By your Spirit awaken our faith,  
  that, feasting on your Word,  
  we may love you more fully  
  and serve our neighbor more faithfully;  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn   —   “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” (#678)           rustington 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “March for a Festival”                          David N. Johnson 

 

+   +   + 

Text: Robert L. Edwards, © 1961, ren. 1989, admin. Hope Publishing Company; Music: C. Hubert H. Parry 
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http://kymnradio.net/
https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/covid19/
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mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32   †   Psalm 25:1-9   †   Philippians 2:1-13   †   Matthew 21:23-32 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
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