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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Earth and All Stars!”                                       Sally Drennan Mossing 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 731                                                     “Earth and All Stars!” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. 
  Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts  
  to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message and Blessing of Backpacks 

 
First Reading   —   Amos 8:4-7 

 
 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

4Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the land, 5saying, 
“When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain; and the sabbath, so that we 
may offer wheat for sale? We will make the ephah small and the shekel great, and prac-
tice deceit with false balances, 6buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of san-
dals, and selling the sweepings of the wheat.” 7The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob: 
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 113                                                Antiphon: John Bell 
 

 Antiphon: From the rising of the sun and until its setting,  
  let the servants of the Lord praise God’s holy name. 

 

 
 

  1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the Lord; 
   praise the name | of the Lord. 
  2Let the name of the | Lord be blessed, 
   from this time forth for- | evermore. 
  3From the rising of the sun to its | going down 
   let the name of the | Lord be praised. 
  4The Lord is high a- | bove all nations; 
   God’s glory a- | bove the heavens. Antiphon 
  5Who is like the | Lord our God, 
   who sits en- | throned on high, 
  6but stoops | to behold 
   the heavens | and the earth? 
  7The Lord takes up the weak out | of the dust 
   and lifts up the poor | from the ashes, 
  8enthroning them | with the rulers, 
   with the rulers | of the people. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 
made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the 
sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 5For  
 there is one God; 
  there is also one mediator between God and humankind, 
 Christ Jesus, himself human, 
  6who gave himself a ransom for all 
—this was attested at the right time.7For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I 
am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 16:1-13             Spark Story Bible, page 384 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 16th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                              Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

1Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges 
were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him 
and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your man-
agement, because you cannot be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to 
himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am 
not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do so that, 
when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ 5So, sum-
moning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my 
master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit 
down quickly, and make it fifty.’ 7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 
He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it 
eighty.’ 8And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own genera-
tion than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means 
of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal 
homes. 
 10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest 
in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the dis-
honest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful 
with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve 
two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.” 
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Hymn of the Day   —   “Arise and Welcome Now the Year”              puer nobis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Text: W. Bruce Benson; Music: European tune; adapt. Michael Praetorius 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 
 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “God, You Made All Things for Singing”                       arr. John Ferguson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s Chorale 

Sung in loving memory of Carol James 

 
  (10:45) on puer nobis                                             Dale Wood 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Thank You, Lord”               African American spiritual 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God, you made all things for singing, even canyons carved from stone. Thunder  
sets the hard rock ringing with the hymn the skies intone. Alleluia! Yours the praise 
and yours alone. As the clap and roll of thunder give the rocks their notes to start,    
Spirit, free the songs of wonder waiting in the thankful heart. Alleluia! Help each 
voice to sing its part. Join with us in all our singing. Make our music, Lord, your 

own. Be the bass note deeply ringing. Be the highest overtone. Alleluia!  
 Yours the praise and yours alone.                   –Thomas Troeger 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
  Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share  
  with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Thee We Adore”                         Ralph Johnson 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 466                                          “In the Singing” 

Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, thee, who in thy sacrament art pleased to be,  
both flesh and Spirit in thy presence fail, yet here thy presence we devoutly hail. 
Fountain of goodness, Jesus, Lord and God: cleanse us, unclean, with thy most 

cleansing blood; increase our faith and love, that we may know the hope and peace 
which from thy presence flow. O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see: may what 

we thirst for soon our portion be, to gaze on thee unveiled, and see thy face, the  
 vision of thy glory and thy grace. Amen.              –Thomas Aquinas 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in  
  this meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on  
  the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the  
  sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 678                       “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Trumpet Tune in D Major                   David N. Johnson, arr. David Sims 

 

+   +   +
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http://www.ucdir.com
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com


 

15 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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