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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Trumpet Tune in D Major                                     David N. Johnson 
 

Ian DiMundo, trumpet 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “Arise and Welcome Now the Year”                         puer nobis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: W. Bruce Benson; Music: European tune; adapt. Michael Praetorius 
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*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, 
  Jesus who bears the cross, 
  the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us come before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  Steadfast and faithful God, 

 C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. 
  We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. 
  We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 
  For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. 
  For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. 
  For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
  Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
  in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
  Amen. 
 

 P Beloved in Christ, 
  God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 
  God’s compassion is beyond compare. 
  In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

  In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.  
  Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may  
  delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Romans 14:1-12                                       Pew Bible, page 923 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 18:21-35                                                   Pew Bible, page 800 
 

 Before the reading: 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 After the reading: 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                             Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 1049                     “Before the Waters Nourished Earth” 
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(8:30) *The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of ACS hymnal, page 17 

 
(10:45) The Sacrament of Holy Baptism   —   Front of ELW hymnal, pages 227–231 
 

  The Triune God proclaims Levi Ryan Little as a beloved child this morning in the  
  Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Levi’s parents are Bethany Hodnefield and Ethan Little,  
  and his sponsors are Ava Little, Kailee Little, Cole Little, Aubrey Smith, and Sammy  
  Hodnefield. 
 

 Presentation 
 

  P People of God, do you promise to support Levi 
   and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 

  C We do. 

 

 *Profession of Faith   —   Front of ELW hymnal, page 229 
 

 *Baptismal Hymn   —   “You Have Put on Christ” 

 
 

 
 

(During the hymn, all children are invited to join the baptismal group at the font.) 
 

 *Thanksgiving at the Font   —   Front of ELW hymnal, page 230 
 

 Baptism 
 

 Welcome 
 

  P People of God, Levi is our new brother in Christ, 
   Let the people say, Amen! 

  a Amen! 
 

  P He is a worker with you in the kingdom of God, 
 Let the people say, Welcome! 

  a Welcome! 
 

  P Levi belongs to God forever, 
 Let the people shout, Alleluia! 

  a Alleluia! 
 

 Baptismal Hymn   —   “You Have Put on Christ” 

Text: International Commission on English in the Liturgy © 1969; Music: Howard Hughes © 1977 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “God, You Made All Things for Singing”                  arr. John Ferguson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” BWV 147                                           J. S. Bach 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Praise and Thanksgiving” stanza 1                       bunessan 
 

Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 
for all things living, you have made good: 

harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

God, you made all things for singing, even canyons carved from stone. Thunder  
sets the hard rock ringing with the hymn the skies intone. Alleluia! Yours the praise 
and yours alone. As the clap and roll of thunder give the rocks their notes to start,    
Spirit, free the songs of wonder waiting in the thankful heart. Alleluia! Help each 
voice to sing its part. Join with us in all our singing. Make our music, Lord, your 

own. Be the bass note deeply ringing. Be the highest overtone. Alleluia!  
 Yours the praise and yours alone.                   –Thomas Troeger 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring  
  your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body  
  of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Thee We Adore”                                                       arr. Ralph Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 466                                                                                 “In the Singing” 

Thee we adore, O hidden Savior, thee, who in thy sacrament art pleased to be,  
both flesh and Spirit in thy presence fail, yet here thy presence we devoutly hail. 
Fountain of goodness, Jesus, Lord and God: cleanse us, unclean, with thy most 

cleansing blood; increase our faith and love, that we may know the hope and peace 
which from thy presence flow. O Christ, whom now beneath a veil we see: may what 

we thirst for soon our portion be, to gaze on thee unveiled, and see thy face, the  
 vision of thy glory and thy grace. Amen.              –Thomas Aquinas 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Blessed be your name, O God, 
  for we have feasted on your Word, 
  Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
  Strengthened by this food, 
  send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
  where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
  In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 548                 “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   March                                            F. Melius Christiansen 

 

+   +   + 
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Register%20online%20at%20www.%20StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:dsudermann@charter.net
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Jonah 3:10—4:11   †   Psalm 145:1-8   †   Philippians 1:21-30   †   Matthew 20:1-16 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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