Service of the Word
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 12, 2021 † 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews.
Please pass them to the center and then back
so you can greet those worshipping around you.
Ushers will gather these following worship.
In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship),
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section,
and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section.
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation
Children’s Bibles and activity bags
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary
and scribble cards are available in the pews.
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher.
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop.
Large print bulletins are available for worship services.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “A Solemn Melody”

Henry Walford Davies

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “Arise and Welcome Now the Year”

puer nobis

Text: W. Bruce Benson, stanzas 2 and 3 new 2020; used with permission. Music: European tune; adapt. Michael Praetorius
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*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation,
and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the
sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross,
and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading — Isaiah 50:4-9a
4

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the
weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those
who are taught. 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not
turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who
pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord God
helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I
know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend
with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is
the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Psalmody — Psalm 116 “I Love the Lord, Who Heard My Voice”

tallis’ canon

Text Michael Morgan, admin. Witherspoon Press © 1999 ; Music: Thomas Tallis

Second Reading — James 3:1-12
1

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we
who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check
with a bridle. 3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide
their whole bodies. 4Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds
to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot
directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue
is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire
the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but
no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the
Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From
the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be
so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water?
12
Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt
water yield fresh.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — Mark 8:27-38
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 8th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
27

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But
who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly
ordered them not to tell anyone about him.
31
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began
to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those
who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for
the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the
Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher
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Hymn of the Day — “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” (#533)

unser herrscher

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, tr. Catherine Winkworth, alt.; Music: Joachim Neander

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“O God, Thou Faithful God”

Sigfrid Karg-Elert

*Offering Hymn — “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
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old hundredth

*A Blessing for the New School Year
L God of Goodness,
bless the new school year that lies before us.
You are Alpha and Omega.
Bless the firsts and lasts this year will bring.
You are Wisdom and Life.
Bless the lessons we will learn and the ways we will grow.
You are Truth and Justice.
Bless our study of the past and our work toward the future.
You are Teacher and Guide.
Bless our teachers, our parents, and coaches.
You are Healer and Reconciler.
Bless our friends and enemies, our relationships and conflicts.
You are Rock and Refuge.
Bless our homes and our families, our schools and communities.
You are Caller and Companion.
Bless the decisions we make and the struggles we face.
You are Creator and Spirit.
Bless our changes and challenges, our questions and dreams.
C Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
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*Sending Hymn — “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen” (#548)

surge ecclesia

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien © 1997 admin. Augsburg Fortress; Music: Timothy Strand © 1997 Augsburg Fortress

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude — “Jubilate”

Roy Douglas

+

+
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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 11:18-20 † Psalm 54 † James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a † Mark 9:30-37
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