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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Violin Sonata No. 2, Op. 13                                       Edvard Grieg 
     II. Allegretto tranquillo 
 

Cate Carson, violin 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” (#836)                         hymn to joy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 
  the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 
  the one who reforms us again and again. 

 C Amen. 
 

Text: Henry van Dyke; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven 
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  Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Source of all life, 

 C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.  
  We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love  
  freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church  
  inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us  
  to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right,  
  act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation.  
  Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. 
  Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is  
  harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen.

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Exodus 3:1-15 
 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 119:33-40 
 

 
 

 
  

33Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes, 
   and I shall keep it | to the end. 
  34Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
   I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 

 35Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
   for that is | my desire. 
  36Incline my heart to | your decrees 
   and not to | unjust gain. 
 

 37Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
   give me life | in your way. 
  38Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
   which is for | those who fear you. 
 

 39Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
   because your judg- | ments are good. 
  40Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
   by your righteousness en- | liven me. 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 13:8-14 
 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
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*Gospel   —   Matthew 18:12-20 
 

Before the reading:

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 After the reading: 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                                Pastor Jonathan Davis

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   “Beloved, God’s Chosen” (#648)                              andrew’s song 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, © admin Augsburg Fortress; Music: Robert A. Hobby, © 1997 Augsburg Fortress 
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*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer.

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  Partita No. 1 in B Minor, BWV 1002                 J. S. Bach 
   III. Sarabande - Double 

 
Offering Hymn                           old hundredth 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures, here below; 

praise him above, ye heav’nly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our  
  life and our labor. Take them, and use them to set a table that will heal  
  the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
  Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary; 
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served the 
bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Hymn   —   “Where Charity and Love Prevail” (#359)               twenty-fourth 
 
 Hymn   —   “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” (#656)                              dennis 
 
 
 
 
 



 

10 

 
*Post Communion Litany and Benediction 
 

 P God, you have fed us with your very self.

a We say thank you. 
 

 P You have made us one in the body of Christ.

a We say thank you. 
 

 P You strengthen us to follow you in a hungry world.

a We say thank you. 
 

 P Fed, united, and strengthened to be a blessing, 
  may the Lord fill you with hope, joy, peace,  
  and bless you now and forever.

a Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing” (#547) stanza 2    the ash grove 
 

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living, 
the tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face— 
our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 

embracing God’s children, the whole human race. 
With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   on hymn to joy                    Albert L. Travis 

 

+   +   + 

Text: Omer Westendorf, © 1964 World Library Publications 
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http://semnsynod.org/synodworship/
https://forms.gle/Eqmc25FVfnnxFqyu8
file:///G:/News%20Blast/www.stjohnsnorthfield.org/courageous
file:///G:/News%20Blast/www.stjohnsnorthfield.org/programs
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
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mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Genesis 50:15-21   †   Psalm 103:8-13   †   Romans 14:1-12   †   Matthew 18:21-35 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com


 

15 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
http://kymnradio.net/
https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/covid19/
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