Service of Holy Communion
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 4, 2022 † 8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews.
Please pass them to the center and then back
so you can greet those worshipping around you.
Ushers will gather these following worship.
In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,
and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation
Children are welcome to participate throughout our
worship service, including at Holy Communion.
Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine.

Children’s Bibles and activity bags
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary
and scribble cards are available in the pews.
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher.
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop.
Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — Concertino

Giuseppe Tartini

I. Grave
II. Allegro molto
Jo Ann Polley, clarinet
Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — ELW No. 660

“Lift High the Cross”

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help,
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify
your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading — Jeremiah 18:1-11
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The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2“Come, go down to the potter’s house,
and there I will let you hear my words.” 3So I went down to the potter’s house, and there
he was working at his wheel. 4The vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as seemed good to him.
5
Then the word of the Lord came to me: 6Can I not do with you, O house of Israel, just
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as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the potter’s hand, so are you
in my hand, O house of Israel. 7At one moment I may declare concerning a nation or a
kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down and destroy it, 8but if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster
that I intended to bring on it. 9And at another moment I may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good that I had intended to do to
it. 11Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus
says the Lord: Look, I am a potter shaping evil against you and devising a plan against
you. Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalmody — Psalm 139
Hymn — ACS 1082

“O God, You Search Me”

Second Reading — Philemon 1-21
1

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our
fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:
3
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
4
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God 5because I hear of your
love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of
your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we may do for
Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the
hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother.
8
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to do your duty,
9
yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man,
and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless to
you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my
own heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to
me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing
without your consent, in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that
you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved
brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.
17
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he
has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul,
am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me
4

even your own self. 20Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh
my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you
will do even more than I say.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — Luke 14:25-33
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 14th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus;] and he turned and said to them,
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry
the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a
tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to
complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who
see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to
finish.’ 31Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first
and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against
him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends
a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”
26

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Mark Rydberg
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Hymn of the Day — ELW No. 798

“Will You Come and Follow Me”

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
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Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering
Fantasistykker

Niels W. Gade

I. Andantino con moto
*Offering Hymn — “Thank You, Lord”

African American spiritual

*Offering Prayer
L Let us pray.
C Gracious God,
in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing,
and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
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*Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Words of Institution
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.
The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,
and communion will be brought to you.

Music during Communion
“Lamb of God”

Solo — Adagio

Heinrich Joseph Bärmann

*Post-Communion Blessing
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*Prayer after Communion
L God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in
this meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on
the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — ELW No. 757

“All My Hope on God Is Founded”

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
Postlude — Fanfare

Guy H. Eldridge
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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Exodus 32:7-14 † Psalm 51:1-10 † 1 Timothy 1:12-17 † Luke 15:1-10
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