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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Grave; Adagio from Sonata II                                       Felix Mendelssohn 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 526                                                                “God Is Here!” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. 
  Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse  
  us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved   
  through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to ob-
serve, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the Lord, the God of your 
ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither add anything to what I command you nor 
take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God with 
which I am charging you. 
 6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to 
the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 15, “Lord, Who May Dwell Within Your House”       dove of peace 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Second Reading   —   James 1:17-27 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfill-
ment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become 
a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 19You must understand this, my beloved: let every-
one be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce 
God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wick-
edness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your 
souls. 22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if 
any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in 
a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they 
were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, 
being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 

wise and discerning people!” 7For what other great nation has a god so near to it as the 
Lord our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other great nation has statutes and 
ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 
 9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your 
eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them 
known to your children and your children’s children. 

Psalm paraphrase: stanzas 1–2 Christopher Webber © 1986; stanza 3 Hal Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood Publications; Music: from Southern Harmony 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 
hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the 
Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself un-
stained by the world. 

1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, 
that is, without washing them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless 
they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they 
do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many other 
traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Phar-
isees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradi-
tion of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied right-
ly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from me; 7in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doc-
trines.’ 8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
 14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and under-
stand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that 
come out are what defile. 
 21“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, 
theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, 
folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
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Sermon                                                                   Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 992                          “Now That the Daylight Fills the Sky” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  Adagio from Sonata I                                                                 Felix Mendelssohn 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 
 

Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

to Spirit blest, most holy God, all the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, 
  and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown  
  among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we  
  receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 520                                        “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 767                              “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us  
  with the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his  
  body in the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your  
  earth and its many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response:  C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 848             “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Allegro maestoso e vivace from Sonata II                   Felix Mendelssohn 
 

+   +   +

 

Nearly 100 years passed between the death of J. S. Bach and the publication of Felix        
Mendelssohn’s Six Sonatas in 1845. The European Enlightenment, the era of secularization, 
led the “grandest and holiest of instruments” into an era of disrepute! The organ, as an imi-

tation of the orchestra, turned toward a more “secular” musical life. Haydn, Mozart, Bee-
thoven, and Schubert performed on the organ but left no significant organ compositions. 
So! Hail to Mendelssohn who realized “who and what” JSB was and, in a sense, turned the 
organ back toward the sacred! The Six Sonatas, from which this morning’s organ music is 
selected, are Mendelssohn’s final statement for the organ. They look back at JSB and for-

ward to a renewed understanding of the “sacred life” of the instrument and its music.
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Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 35:4-7a   †   Psalm 146   †   James 2:1-10, 14-17   †   Mark 7:24-37 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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