Service of the Word
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 30, 2020 † 9:30 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “Let Streams of Living Justice”

Marianne Kim

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “Blessed Be the God of Israel” (#552)

merle’s tune

Text: Michael Perry, © 1973 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing, Music: Hal H. Hopson, © 1983 Hope Publishing
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*Thanksgiving at the Font
P We praise you, O God, for water—
the Cannon and Mississippi rivers,
the rain that nourishes animals and plants,
the water for drinking and bathing.
C We praise you, O God, for water.
P We remember the waters of Jesus—
baptized in the Jordan River, calming the Sea of Galilee,
drinking from Jacob’s Well, healing at the pool of Bethesda,
washing the disciples’ feet.
C We praise you, O God, for water.
P We praise you, O God, for this font,
for you breathe into this water to wash away our sin
and birth us each day into your peace and joy.
C We praise you, O God, for baptism.
P O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth.
O God, you are the River, saving us from death.
O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being.
We praise you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, today, tomorrow, forever.
C Amen.
*Hymn — “All Who Are Thirsty” (ACS #981)
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all who are thirsty

Text and Music: Brian Wentzel, © 2014 Hope Publishing Company

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering
for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the
path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. C Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading — Exodus 3:1-15
1

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his
flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2There the angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was
blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this
great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” 4When the Lord saw that he had
turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said,
“Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the
place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6He said further, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his
face, for he was afraid to look at God.
7
Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I
have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings,
8
and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of
that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
9
The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress
them. 10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of
Egypt.” 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?” 12He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you
that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.”
5

13

But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to
them?” 14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, ‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” 15God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the
Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for
all generations.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody — Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b

Antiphon: African American spiritual
arr. Hal Hopson

Antiphon: O Lord, still guide us on our way; be our hope and stay.

1

Give thanks to the Lord and call up- | on God’s name;
make known the deeds of the Lord a- | mong the peoples.
2
Sing to the | Lord, sing praises,
and speak of all God’s | marvelous works.
3

Glory in God’s | holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the | Lord rejoice.
4
Search for the strength | of the Lord;
continually | seek God’s face.
5

Remember the marvels | God has done,
the wonders and the judgments | of God’s mouth,
6
O offspring of Abra- | ham, God’s servant,
O children of Jacob, God’s | chosen ones. Antiphon
23

Israel came | into Egypt,
and Jacob became a sojourner in the | land of Ham.
24
The Lord made the people of Israel | very fruitful,
more numerous | than their enemies,
25

whose hearts God turned, so that they hat- | ed God’s people,
and dealt unjustly with the ser- | vants of God.
26
O Lord, you sent Mo- | ses your servant,
and Aaron, your chosen one. 45b| Hallelujah! Antiphon
6

Second Reading — Romans 12:9-21
9

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.
13
Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do not be
haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not
repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is
possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge
yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I
will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are
thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on
their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation — “Alleluia”

Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, © 1985 admin. OCP Publications

*Gospel — Matthew 16:21-28
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
21

From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to
show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the
hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be
raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind
me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
24
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their
7

life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it
profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in
return for their life?
27
“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then
he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Jonathan Davis

Hymn of the Day — “Here I Am, Lord” (#574)
For hymn, see page 11.
*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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here i am, lord

*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Adagio” from Sonata No. 3, Op. 111

Josef Rheinberger

*Thanksgiving for the Word
P O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
C Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “Let Streams of Living Justice” (#710)

thaxted

For hymn, see page 12.
*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude — “Allegro maestoso” from Sonata No. 2

+

+
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Felix Mendelssohn

+

Hymn of the Day — “Here I Am, Lord” (#574)

here i am, lord

Text and Music: Daniel L. Schutte, © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc.
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*Sending Hymn — “Let Streams of Living Justice” (#710)

thaxted

Text: William Whitla, © 1989. Music: Gustav Holst

12

13

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 33:7-11 † Psalm 119:33-40 † Romans 13:8-14 † Matthew 18:15-20
14
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