
 

  

Service of Holy Communion 

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 27, 2023  †  9:30 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  †  Northfield, Minnesota 



 

2 

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Prelude and Fugue in D Major                         Dieterich Buxtehude 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 786                                              “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, 
  the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into  
  the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 51:1-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 1Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
  you that seek the Lord. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah who bore you; 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 138              Antiphon: Kenyan melody 
 

 Antiphon: Here on Jesus Christ I will stand. He’s the solid rock of my life. 
 

 
 
 

 
 1I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with | my whole heart; 
   before the gods I will | sing your praise. 
 2I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of   
  your steadfast | love and faithfulness; 
   for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. 
 3When I called, you | answered me; 
   you increased my | strength within me. 
 4All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O Lord, 
   when they have heard the words | of your mouth. Antiphon 

  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places, 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 4Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation; 
 for a teaching will go out from me, 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, 
  my salvation has gone out 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
  and look at the earth beneath; 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended. 
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 5They will sing of the ways | of the Lord, 
   that great is the glory | of the Lord. 
 6The Lord is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 
   perceiving the haughty | from afar. 
 7Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 
   you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand  
  shall save me. 
 8You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 
   O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the  
  works | of your hands. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 12:1-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
2Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many members, and 
not all the members have the same function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6We have gifts that differ accord-
ing to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7ministry, in ministering; the 
teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
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*Gospel   —   Matthew 16:13-20 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                             Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 685                      “Take My Life, That I May Be” 

 
*The Apostles Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but 
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” 16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God.” 17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh 
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 
20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “Take My Life, That I May Be”                             Robert Powell, Kristina Langlois 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 
  Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your gracious- 
  ness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 
 

On the fourth Sunday of the month during communion, we offer the practice of  
anointing your brow with oil and receiving a blessing. If you want, you may ask for a  

specific prayer blessing from the anointer. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ACS No. 979                                                                         “Making Their Way” 

 
 Hymn   —   ACS No. 992                                          “Now That the Daylight Fills the Sky” 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L We thank you, generous God, 
  for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 
  Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
  through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 597                 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Trumpet Tune in C Major                    David N. Johnson 

 
+   +   + 
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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Jeremiah 15:15-21   †   Psalm 26:1-8   †   Romans 12:9-21   †   Matthew 16:21-28 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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