
  

 

Service of Holy Communion 

Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

August 20, 2017  †  8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  †  Northfield, Minnesota 
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We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets 
in the red books at the end of the pews. 

Please pass them down to the center and then back 
so you can greet those worshipping around you. 

Ushers will gather these following worship. 
 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our 
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion 
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 
Children’s Bibles and activity bags 

are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 
and scribble cards are available in the pews. 

 
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the sanctuary or from an usher. 

 
Prelude   —   “Andante Cantabile” from Violin Sonata No. 2 
                     J. S. Bach, arr. Rhett Barnwell 
 

Elinor Niemisto, harp 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
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*Confession 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
  who forgives all our sin, 
  whose mercy endures forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Most merciful God, 

 C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we  
  have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you  
  with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,  
  renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk  
  in your ways to the glory of your holy name. 
  Amen. 

 
*Absolution 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 532                      “Gather Us In” 
 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon  
  you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and  
  constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.
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First Reading   —   Genesis 45:1-15                                                              Pew Bible, page 37 
 

 After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 133 
 

 All sing this short psalm together. 
 

 
 
 1How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 
   when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 
  2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 
   upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. 
  3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 
   For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. 

 
Children’s Message 
 
*Gospel Acclamation                            unser herrscher 
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*Gospel   —   Matthew 15:21-28                                                              Pew Bible, page 797 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 15th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                       Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 
Hymn   —   No. 721                “Goodness Is Stronger than Evil” 
 

Sing twice. 

 
(8:30) The Sacrament of Holy Baptism   —   Front of hymnal, pages 227-231 
 

  The Triune God claims John Michael England as a beloved child this morning in the             
 Sacrament of Holy Baptism. John’s parents are William and Kristin England, and  

  his sponsors are Sarah Breit, Hannah Freeman, and John Ophaug. 
 

 P People of God, do you promise to support John and pray for him 
  in his new life in Christ? 

 C We do. 

 

 *Profession of Faith   —   Front of the hymnal, page 229 
 

 *Baptismal Hymn   —   No. 211                         “You Have Put on Christ” 
 

  During the hymn, all children are invited to join the baptismal group at the font. 
 

 *Thanksgiving at the Font  —   Front of hymnal, page 230 
 

  P The Lord be with you. 

  C  And also with you. 

  P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  C It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 
 

 Baptism 
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 Welcome 
 

  P People of God, John is our new brother in Christ, 
   Let the people say, Amen! 

  a Amen! 
 

  P He is a worker with you in the kingdom of God, 
   Let the people say, Welcome! 

  a Welcome! 
 

  P John belongs to God forever, 
   Let the people shout Alleluia! 

        a Alleluia! 
 

 Baptismal Hymn   —   No. 211                                  “You Have Put on Christ” 

 
(10:45) *The Apostles’ Creed   —   Front of hymnal, page 105 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Sing refrain as directed:             Music: Russian Orthodox traditional

L Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 
 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “Spirituals Medley”                       arr. Joyce Rice 
 

Elinor Niemisto and Jeanette Pelletier, harp 
 
 



7 

 

*Offering Hymn                           old hundredth 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise him, all creatures here, below; 

praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of abundance,  
  you take the gifts we offer and you make them plenty. 
  Receive these gifts we bring: our selves, our time, our possessions. 
  Bless all we offer here and make it enough, 
  that the world may know your steadfast love, 
  through Jesus Christ we pray. 
  Amen.  

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 a “Holy, Holy, Holy”                               nicaea 
 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
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*Words of Institution 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. This morning we commune by means of intinction (dipping          
the wafer into the chalice). You will be given a wafer and offered a choice of two chalices. The wine is red; the 
grape juice is white. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center, and there is a chalice of grape 
juice in the center for the gluten-free wafers only. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and 
communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God”               twenty-fourth 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 Solo   —   “Be Thou My Vision”             arr. Rhett Barnwell 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 471                                                   “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

L Let us pray. 

 C Gracious God,  
  in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at  
  your table with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ.  
  Now send us forth to be your people in the world,  
  and to proclaim the truth of your grace this day and evermore,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
  Amen  

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen.

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 650      “In Christ There Is No East or West” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Fanfare on mckee”                      Charles Callahan 

 
+   +   +



10 

 

 



11 

 

  

mailto:children@stjohnsnorthfield.org?subject=2016-2017%20Registration
mailto:youth@stjohnsnorthfield.org?subject=2016-2017%20Registration
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=97
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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 51:1-6   †   Psalm 138   †   Romans 12:1-8   †   Matthew 16:13-20 

http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Pam Fickenscher, Jonathan Davis and John Quam, Pastors 

Carol Benson, Director of Alleluia Choir 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistant 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 

Mike Skunes, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

 

Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 


