Service of the Word
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2020 † 9:30 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!
During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.
Video of this week’s service will be available from the home page of
our website www.StJohnsNorthfield.org. Audio recording of the sermon will be
archived under the worship tab of the website. If you wish to have a text copy of the
sermon mailed to you, please contact the church office. Other helpful links and resources
will be posted as they become available at the St. John’s Facebook page.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “My Life Flows On in Endless Song”

Mary Howarth

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “My Life Flows On in Endless Song” (#763)
how can i keep from singing

Text and Music: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
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*Thanksgiving at the Font
P We praise you, O God, for water—
the Cannon and Mississippi rivers,
the rain that nourishes animals and plants,
the water for drinking and bathing.
C We praise you, O God, for water.
P We remember the waters of Jesus—
baptized in the Jordan River, calming the Sea of Galilee,
drinking from Jacob’s Well, healing at the pool of Bethesda,
washing the disciples’ feet.
C We praise you, O God, for water.
P We praise you, O God, for this font.
Breathe into this water, wash away our sin,
and bring Paige anew into your peace and joy.
C We praise you, O God, for baptism.
P O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth.
O God, you are the River, saving us from death.
O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being.
We praise you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, today, tomorrow, forever.
C Amen.
*Hymn — “All Who Are Thirsty” (ACS #981)
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all who are thirsty

Text and Music: Brian Wentzel, © 2014 Hope Publishing Company

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P O God, our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause
us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons
and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading — 1 Kings 19:9-18
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At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
10
He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
11
He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about
to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after
the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.
13
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts;
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
15
Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus;
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu
son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu
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shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave
seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that
has not kissed him.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalmody — Psalm 85:8-13

Antiphon: Tanzanian traditional

Antiphon: Listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting,
offering forgiveness, comfort, and joy.
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I will listen to what the Lord | God is saying;
for you speak peace to your | faithful people.
9
Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land.
10
Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other. Antiphon
11
Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12
The Lord will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.
13
Righteousness shall go be- | fore the Lord
and shall prepare for | God a pathway. Antiphon
Second Reading — Romans 10:5-15
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Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person
who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that comes from faith
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ
down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).
8
But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all
and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.”
14
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they
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to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it
is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation — “Alleluia”

Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, © 1985 admin. OCP Publications

*Gospel — Matthew 14:22-33
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
22

[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the
Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dismissed the crowds,
he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone,
24
but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind
was against them. 25And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea.
26
But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”
28
Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and
came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and
beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately reached out his
hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32When
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher
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Hymn of the Day — “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” (#755)

pilot

Text: Edward Hopper; Music: John Edgar Gould

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism — Front of hymnal pages 227-231
The Triune God proclaims Paige Marie Kuehn as a beloved child this morning
in the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Paige’s parents are Jordan and Levi Kuehn,
and her sponsors are Ethan Kuehn and Abbey Tussing.

Presentation
P People of God, do you promise to support Paige Marie
and pray for her in her new life in Christ?
C We do.
*Profession of Faith
P Do you believe in God the Father?
a I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
a I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
a I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Thanksgiving at the Font

Baptism
Welcome
P People of God, Paige is our new sister in Christ,
Let the people say, Amen!
a Amen!
P She is a worker with you in the kingdom of God,
Let the people say, Welcome!
a Welcome!
P Paige belongs to God forever,
Let the people shout, Alleluia!
a Alleluia!
*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“When We Are Living”

Emma Lou Diemer
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*Thanksgiving for the Word
P O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
C Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
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*Sending Hymn — “When We Are Living” (#639)

somos del señor

Text: st. 1, tr. Elise Eslinger; st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla; Music: Spanish traditional © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude — Toccata

Johann Krieger
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Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 † Psalm 67 † Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 † Matthew 15:10-28
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