Service of the Word
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
August 2, 2020 † 9:30 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!
During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.
Video of this week’s service will be available from the home page of
our website www.StJohnsNorthfield.org. Audio recording of the sermon will be
archived under the worship tab of the website. If you wish to have a text copy of the
sermon mailed to you, please contact the church office. Other helpful links and resources
will be posted as they become available at the St. John’s Facebook page.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele” BWV 654
“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”

J. S. Bach

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” (#461)

holy manna

Text: Sylvia Dunstan, © 1991 GIA Publications; Music: W. Moore, 1825, arr. © 2003 Augsburg Fortress
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*Thanksgiving at the Font
P We praise you, O God, for water—
the Cannon and Mississippi rivers,
the rain that nourishes animals and plants,
the water for drinking and bathing.
C We praise you, O God, for water.
P We remember the waters of Jesus—
baptized in the Jordan River, calming the Sea of Galilee,
drinking from Jacob’s Well, healing at the pool of Bethesda,
washing the disciples’ feet.
C We praise you, O God, for water.
P We praise you, O God, for this font,
for you breathe into this water to wash away our sin
and birth us each day into your peace and joy.
C We praise you, O God, for baptism.
P O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth.
O God, you are the River, saving us from death.
O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being.
We praise you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, today, tomorrow, forever.
C Amen.
*Hymn — “All Who Are Thirsty” (ACS #981)
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all who are thirsty

Text and Music: Brian Wentzel, © 2014 Hope Publishing Company

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P Glorious God, your generosity waters the world with goodness,
and you cover creation with abundance. Awaken in us a hunger
for the food that satisfies both body and spirit, and with this food
fill all the starving world; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading — Isaiah 55:1-5
1

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend
your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a
leader and commander for the peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the
Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Psalmody — Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21

Antiphon: South African, Text: John Bell

Antiphon: God welcomes all, strangers and friends;
God’s love is strong and it never ends.
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The Lord is gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love.
9
Lord, you are | good to all,
and your compassion is over | all your works.
14
The Lord upholds all | those who fall
and lifts up those who | are bowed down.
15
The eyes of all wait upon | you, O Lord,
and you give them their food | in due season. Antiphon
16
You open | wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every | living thing.
17
You are righteous in | all your ways
and loving in | all your works.
18
You are near to all who | call upon you,
to all who call up- | on you faithfully.
19
You fulfill the desire of | those who fear you;
you hear their | cry and save them.
20
You watch over all | those who love you,
but all the wicked you | shall destroy.
21
My mouth shall speak the praise | of the Lord;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name forev- | er and ever. Antiphon
Second Reading — Romans 9:1-5
1

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the
Holy Spirit—2I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 3For I could wish
that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my
kindred according to the flesh. 4They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption,
the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; 5to them
belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who
is over all, God blessed forever. Amen.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation — “Alleluia”

Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, © 1985 admin. OCP Publications

*Gospel — Matthew 14:13-21
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 14th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
13

Now when Jesus heard [about the beheading of John the Baptist], he withdrew from
there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he
had compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came
to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away
so that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.” 16Jesus said to them,
“They need not go away; you give them something to eat.” 17They replied, “We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.” 18And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19Then he
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he
looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples,
and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were
about five thousand men, besides women and children.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Jonathan Davis
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Hymn of the Day — “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” (#484)

bicentennial

Text: Omer Westendorf, Music: Robert E. Kreutz, © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Let Us Break Bread Together”

African American Spiritual
arr. Charles Callahan

*Thanksgiving for the Word

P O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
C Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” (#674)

linstead

Text: Fred Kaan; Music: Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, © 1975 Hope Publishing Company

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude — “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”
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J. Wayne Kerr

+
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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 19:9-18 † Psalm 85:8-13 † Romans 10:5-15 † Matthew 14:22-33
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