Service of Holy Communion
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 31, 2022 † 9:30 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews.
Please pass them to the center and then back
so you can greet those worshipping around you.
Ushers will gather these following worship.
In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,
and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation
Children are welcome to participate throughout our
worship service, including at Holy Communion.
Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine.

Children’s Bibles and activity bags
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary
and scribble cards are available in the pews.
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher.
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop.
Large print bulletins are available for worship services.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude
Kentucky Baroque Trumpets
Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — ELW No. 665

“Rise, Shine, You People!”

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day

P Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives.
Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you,
and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading — Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
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Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,
vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
12
I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to
search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God
has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under the
sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.
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2:18

I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to
those who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet
they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also
is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge
and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity
and a great evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil
under the sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at
night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalmody — Psalm 49, “Hear This, All Folk Together”

merle’s tune

Psalm paraphrase: Michael Morgan © 1999 Witherspoon Press; Music: Hal Hopson, © 1983 Hope Publishing
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Second Reading — Colossians 3:1-11
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So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
5
Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming on
those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you were
living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you
have stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with the new
self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In that
renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — Luke 12:13-21
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 12th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator
over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;
for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told them a
parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself,
‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he said, ‘I will do this: I
will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my
goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is
5

being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is
with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Hymn of the Day — ELW No. 705

“God of Grace and God of Glory”

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering
Kentucky Baroque Trumpets
*Offering Hymn — “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
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*Offering Prayer
L Let us pray.
C God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.

*Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Words of Institution
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.
The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,
and communion will be brought to you.

Music during Communion
“Lamb of God”

Hymn — ELW No. 479

“We Come to the Hungry Feast”

*Post-Communion Blessing
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*Prayer after Communion
L Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
C Amen.
*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — ELW No. 685

“Take My Life, That I May Be”

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
Postlude
Kentucky Baroque Trumpets
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 15:1-6 † Psalm 33:12-22 † Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 † Luke 12:32-40
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