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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

Video of this week’s service will be available from the home page of  
our website www.StJohnsNorthfield.org. Audio recording of the sermon will be  

archived under the worship tab of the website. If you wish to have a text copy of the  
sermon mailed to you, please contact the church office. Other helpful links and resources 

will be posted as they become available at the St. John’s Facebook page. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 

http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
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Prelude   —   Partita on dunlap’s creek                    John Ferguson 

(based on a tune found in the forthcoming  
ELW hymnal supplement, All Creation Sings)  

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “God of Grace and God of Glory” (#705)                cwm rhondda 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Harry E. Fosdick; Music: John Hughes 
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*Thanksgiving at the Font 
 

 P We praise you, O God, for water— 
  the Cannon and Mississippi rivers,  
  the rain that nourishes animals and plants, 
  the water for drinking and bathing. 

 C We praise you, O God, for water. 
 

 P We remember the waters of Jesus— 
  baptized in the Jordan River, calming the Sea of Galilee,  
  drinking from Jacob’s Well, healing at the pool of Bethesda, 
  washing the disciples’ feet. 

 C We praise you, O God, for water. 
 

 P We praise you, O God, for this font, 
  for you breathe into this water to wash away our sin 
  and birth us each day into your peace and joy. 

 C We praise you, O God, for baptism. 
 

 P O God, you are the Ocean, sustaining this earth. 
  O God, you are the River, saving us from death. 
  O God, you are the Fountain, granting us health and well-being. 
  We praise you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
  today, tomorrow, forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Hymn   —   “Remember and Rejoice”                              st. thomas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Text: Ruth Duck, © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your  
  Son you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit,  
  give us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, 
  our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   1 Kings 3:5-12 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
 

5At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, 
and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast 
love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7And now, O Lord my God, you 
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; 
I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people 
whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or count-
ed. 9Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to 
discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 
  10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your ene-
mies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12I now do ac-
cording to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has 
been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 119:129-136                                  o waly waly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Second Reading   —   Romans 8:26-39 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he 
also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He 
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 
who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or naked-
ness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Psalm paraphrase: Michael Morgan, © 1999 Witherspoon Press 
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*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Alleluia”                 South African, arr. Gobingca Mxadana 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                             Pastor Pam Fickenscher

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mus-
tard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the seeds, but 
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and make nests in its branches.” 33He told them another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until 
all of it was leavened.” 
 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45“Again, the king-
dom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one pearl of great 
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, 
they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So 
it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous 50and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said 
to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like 
the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
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Hymn of the Day   —   “The Reign of God Like Farmer’s Field” (ACS #952)  dunlap’s creek 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Text: Text: Delores Dufner, OSB © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc.; Music: Samuel McFarland, fl. 1816; arr. With One Voice, © 1995 Augsburg Fortress  
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer.

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

Meditation on dunlap’s creek                         John Ferguson 
 
*Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

 P O God of growth and abundance, 
  like a mustard seed sown in a field, 
  the smallest of all the seeds becomes a tree, 
  so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches, 

 C The kingdom of God is here, and coming. 
 

 P Like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with  
  three measures of flour until all was leavened, 

 C The kingdom of God is here, and coming. 
 

 P Like a merchant in search of fine pearls, finding one of great value,  
  sells all their possessions and buys the pearl, 

 C The kingdom of God is here, and coming. 
 

 P We thank you for your Word,  
  which has come and is coming,  
  and continues to grow within us. 

 C Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 P Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn   —   “O Living Bread from Heaven” (#542)                                    aurelia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Text: Johann Rist, tr. Catherine Winkworth; Music: Samuel S. Wesley 
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*Dismissal 
 

 L Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;  
  be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;  
  render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted;  
  support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;  
  love and serve God, rejoice in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   on cwm rhondda                            Paul Manz 

 

+   +   +
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
https://forms.gle/8UUHHvj19j1fQiHs7
https://forms.gle/eGTfmP5xW2B9AAjYA
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mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
http://kymnradio.net/
https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/covid19/
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 55:1-5   †   Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21   †   Romans 9:1-5   †   Matthew 14:13-21 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
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