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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 533               “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness  
  and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that  
  we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 44:6-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
 I am the first and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 86, “Incline Your Ear, O Lord, to Me”                       prospect 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 8:12-25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 
  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are 
children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may 
also be glorified with him. 
 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 
glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the reveal-
ing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will 
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set 

Psalm paraphrase: Michael Morgan © 1999 Witherspoon Press 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 13:24-30 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                          Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the 
plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the 
householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 
slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for 
in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them 
grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the 
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 
God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we 
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 952       “The Reign of God, like Farmer’s Field” 

 
*The Apostles Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 
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Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 
  Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness 
  in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 
 

On the fourth Sunday of the month during communion, we offer the practice of  
anointing your brow with oil and receiving a blessing. If you want, you may ask for a  

specific prayer blessing from the anointer. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 516                                            “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 477                                                           “I Received the Living God” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L We thank you, generous God, 
  for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 
  Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
  through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 547                           “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude 

 

+   +   + 
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

1 Kings 3:5-12   †   Psalm 119:129-136   †   Romans 8:26-39   †   Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2017/6-october/comment/opinion/it-s-about-abundant-life-not-hell-avoidance
mailto:ladylynneg@gmail.com
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org?subject=Response%20to%20News%20Blast
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=183
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/about/forms/


 

14 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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