Service of the Word
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 18, 2021 † 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews.
Please pass them to the center and then back
so you can greet those worshipping around you.
Ushers will gather these following worship.
In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship),
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section,
and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section.
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation
Children’s Bibles and activity bags
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary
and scribble cards are available in the pews.
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher.
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop.
Large print bulletins are available for worship services.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.

2

Prelude — Three about Sheep
I. “Rise Up Shepherds and Follow”

Spiritual, arr. David Sims

II. “The King of Love My Shepherd Is”
III. “Have No Fear, Little Flock”

Emma Lou Diemer
Jeffrey Blersch

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need” (#782)
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resignation

Text: Isaac Watts, alt., based on Psalm 23; Music: North American traditional

*A Prayer of Lament and Thanksgiving
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who upholds us through adversity,
who consoles us in our sorrows, whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.
P We lament before you, O God, Comforter in our distress,
the losses that our congregation has suffered.
We have missed our weekly assembled worship, our communal song,
our sharing of bread and cup, our greetings of peace;
baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and funerals;
the celebrations of the church year;
the moments of care for one another each Sunday;
and we mourn members, family, and friends who have died of COVID-19.
O God, we lament our losses, for they are many.
C Restore us, gracious God.
P Yet today, O God, Fountain of life,
we rejoice as we gather in new and familiar ways as a congregation.
We praise you for Sunday worship in word and song;
for creative ways we’ve found to be together;
for communal singing, fellowship, and Bible studies;
for visitors new to this congregation; for service to the wider community.
O God, we rejoice at this new gathering for baptismal life together.
C Empower our church, faithful God.
P O God, we pray for a world made whole, for mourners consoled,
for sustenance shared, for sorrow turned to joy.
C Renew the whole world, merciful God. Amen.
*Response Hymn — “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen” stanza 3

surge ecclesia

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien © 1997 admin. Augsburg Fortress; Music: Timothy Strand © 1997 Augsburg Fortress
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*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people,
faithfully feeding and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a
whole people, that we may embody the justice and peace of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading — Jeremiah 23:1-6
1

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord.
Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and
you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the
Lord. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have
driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear
any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 5The days are surely
coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In
his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which
he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”
2

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Psalmody — Psalm 23

Antiphon: African American spiritual

Antiphon: If Jesus himself shall be our leader,
we shall walk through the valley in peace.

1

The Lord | is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
2
The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3
You restore my | soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for | your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. Antiphon

Second Reading — Ephesians 2:11-22
11

Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those
who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human
hands—12remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us.
15
He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create
in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to
those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.
19
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and
also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is
joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built
together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation

unser herrscher

*Gospel — Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 6th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
30

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught.
He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away
in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of
them. 34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.
53
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the
boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed
about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he
was. 56And wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the
marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all
who touched it were healed.
31

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher
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Hymn of the Day — “Come to Me, O Weary Traveler” (ACS #1017)

austin

Text: Sylvia Dunstan © 1991 GIA Publications; Music: William Rowan © 1993 Selah Publishing

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.

Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Beloved, God’s Chosen”

Robert Hobby

Beloved, God’s chosen, put on as a garment compassion, forgiveness, and goodness
of heart. Above all, before all, let love be your raiment that binds into one every
dissonant part. Within, call forth Wisdom, to dwell in you richly; let peace rule
your hearts and that peace be of Christ. And from the heart’s chamber, beloved
and holy, let singing thanksgiving to God ever rise.
—Susan Palo Cherwien

*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Holy God, our Maker, our Teacher, your magnificent creation springs
forth from your Word. All that has life and breath praises your name.
For your Word that sustains the earth,
C we thank you, O God.
You sent us Jesus, your Word, to renew the world. He healed the sick,
fed the hungry, preached your mercy, and called us to faith.
For your Word in Christ,
C we thank you, O God.
Nourish us with the Spirit of your Word, that we may grow in grace,
bearing the fruits of redemption, and sharing your strength and beauty
with the world. For your Word in our lives,
C we thank you, O God.
Accept our thanksgiving and receive our prayer,
for the sake of your living Word, Jesus our Savior.
C Amen.
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response: C Amen.
*Hymn — “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing” (#544)

alles ist an gottes segen

Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, alt. © Oxford University Press; Music: Johann Löhner, adapt.
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*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude — Toccata in F Major

+

Dietrich Buxtehude

+
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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 4:42-44 † Psalm 145:10-18 † Ephesians 3:14-21 † John 6:1-21
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