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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 733                          “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word.  
  By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and  
  grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 55:10-13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 65:9-13                        Antiphon: John Bell 
 

 Antiphon: God has chosen me, and in my life is planted a seed  
         God knows that I need: its fruit shall be joy. 
 
 

 

 
       9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; the river of God is | full of water. 

   You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
 10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
   with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year | with your goodness, 
   and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 

     12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
   and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak  

        them- | selves with grain; 
   let them shout for | joy and sing. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 8:1-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that 
the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their 
minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 
on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 
out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 
them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears 
listen!” 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has 
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 

mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in 
the flesh cannot please God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not be-
long to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is 
life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                          Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 679                      “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

 
*The Apostles Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 

of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, 
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth 
choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the 
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one 
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “You Cannot Lose My Love”                                Sara Groves 
 

   You will lose your baby teeth. At times, you'll lose your faith in me. You will 
    lose a lot of things, But you cannot lose my love. 
   You may lose your appetite, Your guiding sense of wrong and right. You may 
    lose your will to fight, But you cannot lose my love. 
   You will lose your confidence. In times of trial, your common sense. You may 
    lose your innocence, But you cannot lose my love. 
   Many things can be misplaced; Your very memories be erased. No matter  
    what the time or space, You cannot lose my love. 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful” 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. 
  Sustain us with these gifts of your creation, and multiply your graciousness 
  in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

9 

*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
"Prayer of the Norwegian Child"     Richard Kountz and Olaf Trojargson 
 

 I lay me down upon the ground and think on my Lord Jesus. Each flower and tree 
 tells me of thee and praises thee, Lord Jesus. Lord Jesus, think on me. Make my soul 
 like unto thee. 
 

 I rest my head upon my bed and think on my Lord Jesus. Send angels down to kneel 
 around my bed at night, Lord Jesus. Lord Jesus, think on me! Make my soul like unto 
 thee. 
 

 Richard Kountz and Olaf Trojargson © 1928 (renewed) by G. Schirmer, Inc. (ASCAP) New York, NY 
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 Hymn   —   ELW No. 465                                                               “As the Grains of Wheat” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L We thank you, generous God, 
  for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 
  Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
  through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ACS No. 1063                                  “God of the Fertile Fields” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude 

 

+   +   + 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:ladylynneg@gmail.com
mailto:skoglund.peter@sbcglobal.net
mailto:redduncan936@gmail.com
http://habitatricecounty.org/
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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 44:6-8   †   Psalm 86:11-17   †   Romans 8:12-25   †   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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