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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Processional”                                                                      William Mathias 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 533                                “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word.  
  By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and  
  grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
Children’s Message 
 

 “Wonders of Worship” 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 
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First Reading   —   Isaiah 55:10-13 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 65:9-13                        Antiphon: John Bell 
 

 Antiphon: God has chosen me, and in my life is planted a seed  
         God knows that I need: its fruit shall be joy. 
 
 
 
 

 
        9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; the river of God is | full of water. 

   You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 
  10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 
   with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
  11You crown the year | with your goodness, 
   and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 

      12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 
   and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
  13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak  

           them- | selves with grain; 
   let them shout for | joy and sing. Antiphon 

 
 
 

10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they 
have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return 
to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it. 12For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and 
the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up 
the myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall 
not be cut off. 
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Second Reading   —   Romans 8:1-11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23                                      Spark Story Bible, page 292 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 

1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood 
on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went 
out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were 

1Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God 
has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the 
just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spir-
it is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
10But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because 
of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                Kristin Partlo 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 679                                   “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9If you have ears, hear!” 
  18“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is 
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet such a person has 
no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 
of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, 
this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke 
the word, and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one 
who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a 
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
“ 

  “Rhapsody on ar hyd y nos”                                                                  John Ferguson 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”       old hundredth 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heav’nly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of  
  grace along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again,  
  breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal,  
  that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 

 
 
 
 



 

8 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ACS No. 1063                                    “God of the Fertile Fields” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 480                                  “O Bread of Life from Heaven” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Holy One, 
  through this meal you have made your home among us and are making  
  all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our  
  enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

 C Amen. 

 
 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 547          “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Prelude and Fugue in G Major                                                 J. S. Bach 

+   +   +
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https://sites.google.com/site/northfieldchurchsoftballleague/home
mailto:music@stjohnsnorthfield.org
habitatricecounty.org
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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• 

• 

mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://bethelnorthfield.breezechms.com/form/9b688663462215
https://bethelnorthfield.breezechms.com/form/9b688663462215
https://goodearthvillage.org/bethel-northfield/
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 44:6-8   †   Psalm 86:11-17   †   Romans 8:12-25   †   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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