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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Folk-Tone”                                                            F. Melius Christiansen 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 887                                                          “This Is My Song” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for  
  yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we  
  may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your  
  Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 C Amen. 

 
Children’s Message 
 

 “Wonders of Worship” 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 
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First Reading   —   Zechariah 9:9-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 145, “I Will Ever Sing Your Praises”              nettleton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king 
comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey. 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from 
Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the na-
tions; his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners 
free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I   
declare that I will restore to you double. 

Psalm paraphrase: Michael Morgan © 1999, Psalter for Christian Worship, Witherspoon Press 
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Second Reading   —   Romans 7:15-25a 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 11:16-30 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 17‘We played the flute for 
you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 18“For John came neither 
eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sin-
ners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 
 20Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been 
done because they did not repent. 21“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if 
the deeds of power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have re-
pented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22But I tell you, on the day of judgment it will be 

15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing 
I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17But in fact it is no 
longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that the good does not 
dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the good lies close at hand, but 
not the ability. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 
20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 
21So I find it to be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I 
delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my members another law at war 
with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to 
God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 368                           “With High Delight Let Us Unite” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, will you be exalt-
ed to heaven? No, you will be brought down to Hades. For if the deeds of power done in 
you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24But I tell you that 
on the day of judgment it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.” 
 25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over 
to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the 
Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to 
me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
“ 

  “Down a Country Lane”                                                                        Aaron Copeland 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”       old hundredth 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heav’nly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of  
  grace along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again,  
  breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal,  
  that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 471                            “Let Us Break Bread Together” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 790                                                          “Day by Day” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 



 

10 

*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Holy One, 
  through this meal you have made your home among us and are making  
  all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our  
  enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

 C Amen. 

 
 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Our Country, ’Tis of Thee”        national anthem 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Text: Rev. Christine Engstrom, 2026; Music: Thesaurus Musicus, London, 1744 
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*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Festival Postlude in G Major”                                       W. Eugene Thayer 

+   +   +
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https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/encyclicals/documents/20260515-magnifica-humanitas.html
mailto:jdavis@stjohnsnorthfield.%20org
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https://sites.google.com/site/northfieldchurchsoftballleague/home
mailto:music@stjohnsnorthfield.org
https://goodearthvillage.org/bethel-northfield/
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 55:10-13   †   Psalm 65:9-13   †   Romans 8:1-11   †   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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