Service of the Word
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 4, 2021 † 9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews.
Please pass them to the center and then back
so you can greet those worshipping around you.
Ushers will gather these following worship.
In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship),
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section,
and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section.
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation
Children’s Bibles and activity bags
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary
and scribble cards are available in the pews.
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher.
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop.
Large print bulletins are available for worship services.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — on finlandia

Franklin Ashdown

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “This Is My Song” (#887)

finlandia

For additional harmony parts, see Hymn 887 in the red hymnal.

Text: Lloyd Stone, sts. 1-2 © 1934, 1962, Lorenz Publishing; Georgia Harkness, st. 3 © 1964 Lorenz Publishing; Music: Jean Sibelius © Breitkopf & Härtel
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*A Prayer of Lament and Thanksgiving
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who upholds us through adversity,
who consoles us in our sorrows, whose mercy endures forever.
C Amen.
P We lament before you, O God, Comforter in our distress,
the losses that our congregation has suffered.
We have missed our weekly assembled worship, our communal song,
our sharing of bread and cup, our greetings of peace;
baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and funerals;
the celebrations of the church year;
the moments of care for one another each Sunday;
and we mourn members, family, and friends who have died of COVID-19.
O God, we lament our losses, for they are many.
C Restore us, gracious God.
P Yet today, O God, Fountain of life,
we rejoice as we gather in new and familiar ways as a congregation.
We praise you for Sunday worship in word and song;
for creative ways we’ve found to be together;
for communal singing, fellowship, and Bible studies;
for visitors new to this congregation; for service to the wider community.
O God, we rejoice at this new gathering for baptismal life together.
C Empower our church, faithful God.
P O God, we pray for a world made whole, for mourners consoled,
for sustenance shared, for sorrow turned to joy.
C Renew the whole world, merciful God. Amen.
*Response Hymn — “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen” stanza 3

surge ecclesia

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien © 1997 admin. Augsburg Fortress; Music: Timothy Strand © 1997 Augsburg Fortress
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Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming
of your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may
faithfully witness to your love and peace in every circumstance of life,
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading — Ezekiel 2:1-5
1

[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you. 2And
when he spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him
speaking to me. 3He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their ancestors have transgressed
against me to this very day. 4The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am sending
you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord God.” 5Whether they hear or
refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a
prophet among them.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Second Reading — 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
2

I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—
whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3And I know that such
a person—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God knows—4was
caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not
boast, except of my weaknesses. 6But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be
speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what
5

is seen in me or heard from me, 7even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a
messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9but he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10Therefore I am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of
Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation

unser herrscher

*Gospel — Mark 6:1-13
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 6th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

[Jesus] came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.2On the sabbath he began
to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded. They said, “Where
did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds
of power are being done by his hands! 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here with us?”
And they took offense at him. 4Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own house.” 5And
he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people
and cured them. 6And he was amazed at their unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching. 7He called the twelve and began to
send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money
in their belts; 9but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. 10He said to them,
“Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. 11If any place will not
6

welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your
feet as a testimony against them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that all should repent.
13
They cast out many demons, and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Hymn of the Day — “Lift Every Voice and Sing” (#841)
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lift every voice and sing

Text: James W. Johnson; Music: J. Rosamond Johnson

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Down a Country Lane”

Aaron Copland
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*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Holy God, our Maker, our Teacher,
your magnificent creation springs forth from your Word.
All that has life and breath praises your name.
For your Word that sustain the earth,
C we thank you, O God.
You sent us Jesus, your Word to renew the world.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry,
preached your mercy, and called us to faith.
For your Word in Christ,
C we thank you, O God.
Nourish us with the Spirit of your Word,
that we may grown in grace, bearing the fruits of redemption,
and sharing your strength and beauty with the world.
For you Word in our lives,
C we thank you, O God.
Accept our thanksgiving and receive our prayer,
for the sake of your living Word, Jesus our Savior.
C Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
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*Sending Hymn — “How Firm a Foundation” (#796)

foundation

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.; Music: Early American

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude — on foundation

+

Edwin Childs

+
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Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Amos 7:7-15 † Psalm 85:8-13 † Ephesians 1:3-14 † Mark 6:14-29
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