Service of the Word
Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 21, 2020 † 9:30 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!
During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.
Video of this week’s service will be available from the home page of
our website www.StJohnsNorthfield.org. Audio recording of the sermon will be
archived under the worship tab of the website. If you wish to have a text copy of the
sermon mailed to you, please contact the church office. Other helpful links and resources
will be posted as they become available at the St. John’s Facebook page.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “Allegretto” from Sonata IV

Felix Mendelssohn

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” (#802)

lasset uns mit jesu ziehen

Text: Sigismund von Birken; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt. © 1978 admin. Augsburg Fortress
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*Lamenting Injustice
P With the Israelite slaves of old we cry out:
Always one group is deprived of freedoms.
The poor are forced to serve the oppressor.
O God, why are some laws so marked by unfairness?

Music: Avon Gillespie, © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc.

P With people of this country of every color we confess.
Our nation groans under the sinful legacy of slavery.
Our present is tormented with the reality of racism.
O God, when will the chains of oppression be broken?

P Hear us, O God:
C Hear us, O God.
P Form us by your justice:
C Form us by your justice.
P Give us your life:
C Give us your life.
P Hear these words, and receive their power:
God the Father promises a kingdom of justice and joy.
God the Son lived and died for the least of our sisters and brothers.
God the Spirit inspires us to build a city of peace.
C Thanks be to God.
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*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to
count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek
for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we
do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading — Jeremiah 20:7-13
7

O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you have
prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 8For whenever I
speak, I must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of the Lord
has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 9If I say, “I will not mention him, or
speak any more in his name,” then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up
in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 10For I hear many whispering:
“Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him, and take
our revenge on him.” 11But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not
succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 12O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I
have committed my cause.13Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life
of the needy from the hands of evildoers.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
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Psalmody — Psalm 69:7-10, 16-18, 30

Antiphon: Jeremy Bankson

Answer me, O Lord, for your love is kind; in your great compassion, turn to me.
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Surely, for your sake I have suf- | fered reproach,
and shame has cov- | ered my face.
8
I have become a stranger to | my own kindred,
an alien to my | mother’s children.
9
Zeal for your house has eat- | en me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fall- | en upon me.
10
I humbled my- | self with fasting,
but that was turned to | my reproach. Antiphon

16

Answer me, O Lord, for your | love is kind;
in your great compassion, | turn to me.
17
Hide not your face | from your servant;
be swift and answer me, for I am | in distress.
18
Draw near to me | and redeem me;
because of my enemies de- | liver me.
30
I will praise your name, O | God, in song;
I will proclaim your greatness | with thanksgiving. Antiphon
Second Reading — Romans 6:1b-11
1b

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no means! How can we who
died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so
we too might walk in newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with
him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For whoever has
died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. 9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer
has dominion over him. 10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he
lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation — “Alleluia”

South African, arr. Gobingca Mxadana

*Gospel — Matthew 10:24-39
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 10th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
24

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the
house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!
26
“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and
nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light;
and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the
body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
29
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart
from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31So do not be afraid; you
are of more value than many sparrows.
32
“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my
Father in heaven.
34
“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring
peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against
her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 37Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy
of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38and whoever
does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Those who find their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Emmanuel Kaghondi
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Hymn of the Day — “Children of the Heavenly Father” (#781)

tryggare kan ingen vara

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg; tr. Ernst Olson, © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Children of the Heavenly Father”

David Cherwien

*Thanksgiving for the Word
P O God of justice and love,
we give thanks to you that you illumine our
way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,
and at the end bring all the world to your feast;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory forever.
C Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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*Blessing
P Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “How Firm a Foundation” (#796)

foundation

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.
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*Dismissal
L Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;
be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good;
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted;
support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoice in the power of the Holy Spirit.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude — on foundation
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Edwin Childs

+
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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 28:5-9 † Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 † Romans 6:12-23 † Matthew 10:40-42
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