Service of the Word
Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 13, 2021 † 9:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!
As we enter a new phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, we continue to follow CDC guidelines
for public gatherings. We feel the different impacts of this time on our community and
long for a time when we will be able to safely share in Holy Communion indoors, and to
socialize without concern for public health. Whether this morning finds you in the
sanctuary or joining in worship from home, please know that this is not our “new normal,”
but a time of gradually learning how to be together in-person while we wait for more
vaccinations and fewer COVID infections in our community.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “Meditation” from Thais

Jules Massenet

Cate Carson, violin
Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “For the Beauty of the Earth” (#879)

dix

Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint; Music: Conrad Kocher

*Confession and Forgiveness
P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
C Amen.
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P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God, our provider,
C help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share.
We question your ways when they differ from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.
Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world. Amen.
P Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
C Amen.
*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world.
Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your
truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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Children’s Message
First Reading — Ezekiel 17:22-24
22

Thus says the Lord God: I myself will take a sprig
from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it out.
I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.
23
On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.
24
All the trees of the field shall know that I am the Lord. I bring low the high tree,
I make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish.
I the Lord have spoken; I will accomplish it.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalmody — Psalm 92, “It Is Good to Sing Your Praises”

stuttgart

Text: The Psalter, 1912, alt.; Music: attr. Christian F. Witt, adapt. Henry J. Gauntlett
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Second Reading — 2 Corinthians 6-10, 14-17
6

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body
we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what
has been done in the body, whether good or evil.
14
For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for
all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no
longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them.16From now on,
therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is
in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has
become new!

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation — “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” (#172)

Music: Caribbean traditional

*Gospel — Mark 4:26-34
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 4th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
26

[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow,
he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then
the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle,
because the harvest has come.”
30
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will
we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the
smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the
greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make
nests in its shade.”
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33

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it;
he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to
his disciples.
34

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Hymn of the Day — “God of the Fertile Fields” (ACS #1063)

italian hymn

Text: Georgia Harkness, alt.; © 1955. ren. 1983 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing; Music: Felice de Giardini
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*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Air” from Orchestral Suite #3

J. S. Bach
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*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Glory to you, O God, for your creative Word:
making and mending all things,
evoking the cosmic hymn of praise,
and singing a love-song for your beloved—
your vineyard, your flock, your people.
Clothe us in your loving Spirit,
flowing from the Crucified and Risen One,
and keep us awake to your presence
in the people and places you call us to serve.
Glory, praise, and blessing are yours, Holy God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing

Response:
C Amen.
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*Sending Hymn — “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” (#547)

the ash grove

Text: Omer Westendorf © 1964 World Library Publications; Music: Welsh folk

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Postlude — “Fanfare”

Tony Hewitt-Jones
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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Job 38:1-11 † Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32 † 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 † Mark 4:35-41
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