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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “O Day Full of Grace”                  F. Melius Christiansen, arr. Bryan King 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 627                                         “O Day Full of Grace” 
 

 Stanza 1  —  all 
 Stanza 2  —  treble voices 
 Stanza 3  —  bass voices 
 Stanza 4  —  all; sung in harmony 
 Stanza 5  —  all 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending  
  into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may  
  have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace,  
  through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with  
  you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

4 

 
Children’s Message 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
First Reading   —   Acts 2:1-21                                 Spark Story Bible, page 502 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, 
and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.5Now there were devout 
Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd 
gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native lan-
guage of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthi-
ans, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 
we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are 
filled with new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and ad-
dressed them, “Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the 
last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days 
I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heav-
en above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall 
be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and 
glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 104                                      Setting by Marty Haugen 
 

 Refrain: (first time: cantor, then all singing) 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 O God, how countless are your works! By your wisdom you fashioned them all. 
 All the earth is filled with your creatures, oceans teem with the life you made. 
 All that lives looks to you in hope to give them their food in due season: 
 you open your hand, they feast on good things, you hide your face and they are lost. 
 

 Refrain  —  all 
 

 May the glory of God endure forever and may God rejoice in all these works: God, 
who looks on the earth and it trembles; at the touch of God, the mountains smoke.  

 I will sing to my God while I live; may the prayer of my heart please my Lord.  
 Bless the Lord, O my soul, praise the Holy One! Forevermore give praise to God. 
 

 Refrain  —  all 

 
*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading” njoo kweto, roho mwema 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Text: Wilson Niwagila; tr. Howard S. Olson © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress;  
Music Wilson Niwagila; arr. Egil Hovland © Egil Hovland. 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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*Gospel   —   John 7:37-39 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 7th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                       Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 944                                      “O Spirit All-Embracing” 

 
*The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is  
  seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father (and the Son,) 

37On the last day of the festival [of Booths], the great day, while Jesus was standing [in 
the temple,] he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 38and let the one who 
believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow riv-
ers of living water.’ ” 39Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to 
receive, for as yet there was no Spirit because Jesus was not yet glorified. 



 

7 

 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
“ 

  “Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove”                                                                 Libby Larsen 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”       old hundredth 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heav’nly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 
 

Creator Spirit, heavenly dove, 
descend upon us from above; 
with graces manifold restore 

your creatures as they were before. 
 

– Rhabanus Maurus, 776–856 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of  
  grace along with these gifts we bring. Come among us again,  
  breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal,  
  that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 403               “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 407                                           “O Living Breath of God” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Holy One, 
  through this meal you have made your home among us and are making  
  all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our  
  enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

 C Amen. 

 
 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ACS No. 942                             “Every Time I Feel the Spirit” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”              Spiritual, arr. Aaron David Miller 

+   +   +
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https://sites.google.com/site/northfieldchurchsoftballleague/home
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/goto/groups/518/needs/2967
mailto:debra.ehret@gmail.com
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://goodearthvillage.org/bethel-northfield/
mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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The Holy Trinity—First Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Genesis 1:1—2:4a   †   Psalm 8   †   2 Corinthians 13:11-13   †   Matthew 28:16-20 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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