Service of the Word
Day of Pentecost
May 23, 2021 † 9:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!
As we enter a new phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, we continue to follow CDC guidelines
for public gatherings. We feel the different impacts of this time on our community and
long for a time when we will be able to safely share in Holy Communion indoors, and to
socialize without concern for public health. Whether this morning finds you in the
sanctuary or joining in worship from home, please know that this is not our “new normal,”
but a time of gradually learning how to be together in-person while we wait for more
vaccinations and fewer COVID infections in our community.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Sacred wind, come blow on us
Let us feel your presence
Holy Earth, anchor us
Nourish our frames
Illuminating fire, burn even brighter
Reflect your truth
Life-giving water,
Restore and baptize us
— from Liturgies from Below, Cláudio Carvalhaes

Prelude — “O Living Breath of God”
Soplo de Dios viviente

Al Roberts

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “O Living Breath of God” (#407)

vårvindar friska

Text: Osvaldo Catena; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford; Music: Swedish folk tune
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*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth
to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us
language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Children’s Message

First Reading — Acts 2:1-21
1

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2And
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,
and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
5
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.
6
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are
not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our
own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All
were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others
sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”
14
But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.
15
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.
16
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters
4

shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my
Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
21
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalmody — Psalm 104

Setting by Marty Haugen

Refrain: (first time cantor, then all singing)

O God, how countless are your works! By your wisdom you fashioned them all.
All the earth is filled with your creatures, oceans teem with the life you made.
All that lives looks to you in hope to give them their food in due season:
you open your hand, they feast on good things, you hide your face and they are lost.
Refrain — all
May the glory of God endure forever and may God rejoice in all these works: God,
who looks on the earth and it trembles; at the touch of God, the mountains smoke.
I will sing to my God while I live; may the prayer of my heart please my Lord.
Bless the Lord, O my soul, praise the Holy One! Forevermore give praise to God.
Refrain — all
Second Reading — Romans 8:22-27
22

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
26
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who
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searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation — “Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading”

njoo kweto, roho mwema

English and Swahili text and tune © Lutheran Theological College, Makumira, Tanzania, admin. Augsburg Fortress

*Gospel — John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15thchapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said,] 26“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the
Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27You also are to
testify because you have been with me from the beginning.
16:4b
“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 5But
now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’
6
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I
tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will
prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because
they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and
you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his
own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to
come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All
that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Pastor Jonathan Davis

Hymn of the Day — “O Spirit All-Embracing” (ACS #944)

thaxted

Text: Delores Dufner, osb © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications; Music: Gustav Holst
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The Sacrament of Holy Baptism — Front of hymnal pages 227-231
The Triune God proclaims Case Andrew Tussing as a beloved child this morning in the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Case’s parents are Abbey and Andrew Tussing, and his sponsors
are Scott Snesrud and Deena Otto.

Presentation
P People of God, do you promise to support Case
and pray for him in his new life in Christ?
C We do.
*Profession of Faith
P Do you believe in God the Father?
a I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
a I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
a I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Thanksgiving at the Font
Baptism
Welcome
P People of God, Case is our new brother in Christ,
Let the people say, Amen!
a Amen!
P He is a worker with you in the kingdom of God,
Let the people say, Welcome!
a Welcome!
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P Case belongs to God forever,
Let the people shout, Alleluia!
a Alleluia!
Baptismal Hymn — “You Have Put on Christ”

Text: International Commission on English in the Liturgy © 1969; Music: Howard Hughes © 1977

*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“As the Wind Song”

Lim Swee Hong, arr. Marilyn Biery

*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Glory to you, O God, for your creative Word: making and mending all things,
evoking the cosmic hymn of praise, and singing a love-song for your beloved—
your vineyard, your flock, your people. Clothe us in your loving Spirit, flowing
from the Crucified and Risen One, and keep us awake to your presence in the
people and places you call us to serve. Glory, praise, and blessing are yours,
Holy God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “O Holy Spirit, Root of Life” (#399)

puer nobis

Text: Jean Janzen, based on Hildegard of Bingen © 1991 admin. Augsburg Fortress; Music: European tune; adapt. Michael Praetorius, arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

10

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude — “Every Time I Feel the Spirit”

+

+
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Spiritual, arr. Aaron David Miller

+
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The Holy Trinity — First Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 6:1-8 † Psalm 29 † Romans 8:12-17 † John 3:1-17
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