Service of the Word
Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 16, 2021 † 9:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!
As we enter a new phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, we continue to follow CDC guidelines
for public gatherings. We feel the different impacts of this time on our community and
long for a time when we will be able to safely share in Holy Communion indoors, and to
socialize without concern for public health. Whether this morning finds you in the
sanctuary or joining in worship from home, please know that this is not our “new normal,”
but a time of gradually learning how to be together in-person while we wait for more
vaccinations and fewer COVID infections in our community.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — Three settings of “Rise, O Sun of Righteousness” sonne der gerechtigkeit
Charles W. Ore, John Ferguson, David Schack
Welcome and Announcements
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

*Gathering Hymn — “Rise, O Sun of Righteousness” (#657) sonne der gerechtigkeit

Text: Christian David, et al.; tr. Frank Stoldt © 2003 Augsburg Fortress; Music: Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566
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*Thanksgiving for Baptism
P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ,
that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your
church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, now and forever.
C Amen.
*Baptism Acclamation — “You Have Put On Christ” (#211)

Text: International Commission on English in the Liturgy © 1969; Music: Howard Hughes © 1977

*Prayer of the Day
P Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and
by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit
transform us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Children’s Message
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First Reading — Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
15

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about
one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which
the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those
who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this
ministry.” 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when
he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus,
and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us
which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots
for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody — Psalm 1

land of rest

Antiphon:

1

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats | of the scornful!
2
Their delight is in the law | of the Lord,
and they meditate on God’s teaching | day and night. R
3
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with
leaves that | do not wither;
everything they | do shall prosper.
4
It is not so | with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind | blows away.
5
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when | judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council | of the righteous.
6
For the Lord knows the way | of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R

Text: The Psalter, 1912, alt.
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Second Reading — Ephesians 1:15-23
15

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for
this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God
put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to
come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all
things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation (#174)

Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, © 1985 admin. OCP Publications

*Gospel — John 17:6-19
P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 17thchapter. C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now
they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to
me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they
are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.
11
And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one,
as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost,
so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these
6

things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have
given them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the
world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the
world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world,
just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As
you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes
I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Hymn of the Day — “Son of God, Eternal Savior” (# 655)

in babilone

Text: Somerset C. Lowry; Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710

7

*The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
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*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Priere à Notre Dame” from Suite Gothique

Léon Boëllmann

*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Praise to you, O God, for your Word of life: creating a wondrous universe,
proclaiming freedom from captivity, becoming the song of your people.
C We praise you, O God, for your Word.
Your Word is made flesh among us:
with Mary in the garden, you call us by name.
With Thomas beholding your wounds, you call us to believe.
With sheep of others folds, we are gathered by your voice.
Your Word names our death and our life.
C We bless you, O God, for your Word.
By your living Word, we are witnesses of these things.
Breathe into us your Holy Spirit. Fill us with strength to love,
not in word or speech alone, but in truth and action.
With every creature in heaven and on earth
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
we join in the hymn of all creation:
C We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “Thine the Amen” (#826)

thine

Text: Herbert F. Brokering; Music: Carl F. Schalk © 1983 Augsburg Fortress
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*Dismissal
L
C
L
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude — on thine

Kristina Langlois

+

+
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Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 † Psalm 104 † Romans 8:22-27 † John 15:16-27; 16:4b-15
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