Service of Holy Communion
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 15, 2022 † 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews.
Please pass them to the center and then back
so you can greet those worshipping around you.
Ushers will gather these following worship.
In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,
and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation
Children are welcome to participate throughout our
worship service, including at Holy Communion.
Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine.

Children’s Bibles and activity bags
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary
and scribble cards are available in the pews.
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher.
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop.
Large print bulletins are available for worship services.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — Three on “This Joyful Eastertide”

John Ferguson
Matthew Corl
Emma Lou Diemer

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — ELW No. 391

“This Joyful Eastertide”

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing.
Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive
by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading — Revelation 21:1-6
1

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He
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will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4he will
wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain
will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on
the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the
spring of the water of life.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody — Psalm 148, “Let the Whole Creation Cry”

orientis partibus

Psalm Paraphrase: Stopford A. Brooke, Music: Pierre de Corbeil

*Gospel — John 13:31-35
P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 13th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
31

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has
been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You
will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you
cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have
loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Second Reading — Acts 11:1-18
1

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also
accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?”
4
Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming
down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. 6As I
looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air.
7
I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no
means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second
time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we
were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them
and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He
told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and
bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them
just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he
had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If
then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced.
And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance
that leads to life.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Hymn of the Day — ELW No. 804

“Come Down, O Love Divine”
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Affirmation of Faith with New Members
Presentation
*Profession of Faith
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Affirmation in the Presence of the Assembly
Welcome
Response Hymn — “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” (ELW No. 814) take me as i am
Sung twice.

Text and Music: John L. Bell, © 1995 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications
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*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
(8:30) “Just

As I Am”

woodworth, arr. Ron Mallory
Rejoice Ringers

(10:45) “Come Down,

O Love Divine”

Mark Sedio

*Offering Hymn — “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”

lasst uns erfreuen

Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav’nly blessed sing:
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!”
Be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God,
all the glory, never ending! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, alt. © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress; Music: Geistliche Kirchengesänge, 1623
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*Offering Prayer
L Let us pray.
C Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your
peaceable reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us
through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that we
may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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*Words of Institution
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.
The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,
and communion will be brought to you.

Music during Communion
“Lamb of God”

*Post-Communion Blessing

9

*Prayer after Communion
L We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have
tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through
our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.
(8:30) Blessing and Thanksgiving for Zachery Pelletier

*Blessing
Response: C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — ELW No. 389

“Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”

*Dismissal
L
C
L
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection.
Thanks be to God!

(8:30) Postlude
(10:45) Postlude

— Meditation on “Beautiful Savior”

arr. Cathy Moklebust

— on truro

+

Jonathan Reuss

+
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Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 16:9-15 † Psalm 67 † Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 † John 14:23-29
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