Service of the Word
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 10, 2020 † 8:30 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!
During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.
Video of this week’s service will be available from the home page of
our website www.StJohnsNorthfield.org. Audio recording of the sermon will be
archived under the worship tab of the website. If you wish to have a text copy of the
sermon mailed to you, please contact the church office. Other helpful links and resources
will be posted as they become available at the St. John’s Facebook page.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life”

R. V. Williams, arr. Jacob Weber

Come, my way, my truth, my life:
such a way as gives us breath;
such a truth as ends all strife;
such a life as killeth death.
- George Herbert

Welcome and Announcements
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
*Gathering Hymn — “The Earth Adorned in Verdant Robe”

ahlén

Text: Carl David Wirsén; tr. Carolyn Jennings and Kenneth Jennings; Music: Waldemar Åhlén
Text and music © 1934, 1974 A. B. Nordiska Musikforlaget, admin. Walton Music.
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*Thanksgiving for Baptism
P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are raised with him to new life.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us
in your image and planted us in a well-watered garden.
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched,
and you gave us water from the rock.
When we did not know the way,
you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters.
At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side,
and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life.
We praise you for your salvation through water,
for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere.
Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love.
Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
C Amen.
*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments,
and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen.

Children’s Message
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Psalmody — Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Antiphon: Mark Sedio

Antiphon: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame;
deliver me | in your righteousness.
2
Incline your | ear to me;
make haste to de- | liver me.
3
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me.
4
Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me,
for you are my tow- | er of strength. Antiphon
5
Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth.
15
My times are | in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies,
and from those who | persecute me.
16
Let your face shine up- | on your servant;
save me in your | steadfast love. Antiphon
Second Reading — 1 Peter 2:2-10
2

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s
sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in
scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever
believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for
those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of
the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — John 14:1-14
P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 14thchapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also
in me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you
know the way to the place where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I
am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.
12
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in
fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask
me for anything, I will do it.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher
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Hymn of the Day — “I Know That My Redeemer Lives!”

duke street

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738-1799, alt..
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*The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Andante tranquillo” from Sonata III

Felix Mendelssohn

*Thanksgiving for the Word
P God of infinite mercy,
God of everlasting promise,
we thank you for your Word,
which gives us life and light,
which brings healing and hope.
Strengthen us to wait in faith for your peace and justice
until that day when your creation is born anew, freed from affliction,
through our risen Savior, Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “Come, Sing of Years Gone By”

marion

th

This hymn was commissioned for the 150 anniversary of St. John’s in October, 2019.

Text: W. Bruce Benson, © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

*Dismissal
L
C
L
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection.
Thanks be to God!
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Postlude — “Trumpet Tune in C Major”
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David N. Johnson

+
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Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 17:22-31 † Psalm 66:8-20 † 1 Peter 3:13-22 † John 14:15-21
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