Service of the Word
Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 2, 2021 † 9:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!
As we enter a new phase of the COVID-19 pandemic, we continue to follow CDC guidelines
for public gatherings. We feel the different impacts of this time on our community and
long for a time when we will be able to safely share in Holy Communion indoors, and to
socialize without concern for public health. Whether this morning finds you in the
sanctuary or joining in worship from home, please know that this is not our “new normal,”
but a time of gradually learning how to be together in-person while we wait for more
vaccinations and fewer COVID infections in our community.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — on earth and all stars

Sally Drennan Mossing

Welcome and Announcements
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
*Gathering Hymn — “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!” (#377)

earth and all stars

Text: Herbert Brokering © 1995 Augsburg Fortress; Music: David N. Johnson © 1969 Contemporary Worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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*Thanksgiving for Baptism
P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ,
that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. Breathe your peace on your
church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, now and forever.
C Amen.
*Baptism Acclamation — “You Have Put On Christ” (#211)

Text: International Commission on English in the Liturgy © 1969; Music: Howard Hughes © 1977

*Prayer of the Day
P O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live.
Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and
know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Children’s Message
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First Reading — Acts 8:26-40
26

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went.
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
31
He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and
sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a
sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not
open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34The eunuch asked Philip, “About
whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”
35
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the
good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water;
and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?”
38
He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his
way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody — Psalm 22:25-30

Antiphon: Mark Mummert

Antiphon:

25

From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lord.
26
The poor shall eat | and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts | live forever!
27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow | before God.
28
For dominion belongs | to the Lord,
who rules o- | ver the nations.
29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the Lord.
30
Their descendants shall | serve the Lord,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. Antiphon
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Second Reading — 1 John 4:7-21
7

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.
9
God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so
that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us
so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one
another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know that we abide
in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God,
and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no
fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those
who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen.
21
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their
brothers and sisters also.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation (#174)

Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, © 1985 admin. OCP Publications

*Gospel — John 15:1-8
P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15thchapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.
4
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
6

abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
8
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Peder Lindell and Stefany Perez

Hymn of the Day — “O Blessed Spring” (#447)

Berglund

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien; Music: Robert Buckley Farlee © 1993 admin. Augsburg Fortress
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*The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
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*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Hymn of Promise”

Roberta Rowland-Raybold

*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Praise to you, O God, for your Word of life: creating a wondrous universe,
proclaiming freedom from captivity, becoming the song of your people.
C We praise you, O God, for your Word.
Your Word is made flesh among us:
with Mary in the garden, you call us by name.
With Thomas beholding your wounds, you call us to believe.
With sheep of others folds, we are gathered by your voice.
Your Word names our death and our life.
C We bless you, O God, for your Word.
By your living Word, we are witnesses of these things.
Breathe into us your Holy Spirit. Fill us with strength to love,
not in word or speech alone, but in truth and action.
With every creature in heaven and on earth
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
we join in the hymn of all creation:
C We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Blessing and Sending of High School Seniors
*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” (#543)

ar hyd y nos

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda © 1983 Concordia Publishing House; Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams © Oxford University Press

10

*Dismissal
L
C
L
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude — Allegretto from Op. 101
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Charles Villiers Stanford

+
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Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:44-48 † Psalm 98 † 1 John 5:1-6 † John 15:9-17
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