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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Variations on “Earth, Earth, Awake!”                                           Robert Powell 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ACS No. 937                        “Earth, Earth, Awake!” 

 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
  by whose hand we are given new birth, 
  by whose speaking we are given new life. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism . . . 
 

  Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 
  the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

 C Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 
  Empower our witness to your resurrection. 
  Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 
*Response Hymn   —   “Baptized in Water” stanza 1                         bunessan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Text: Michael Saward © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety  
  through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in  
  certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through  
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C  Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Ezekiel 34:7-15 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

7Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 8As I live, says the Lord God, be-
cause my sheep have become a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the wild ani-
mals, since there was no shepherd; and because my shepherds have not searched for my 
sheep, but the shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep; 9therefore, you 
shepherds, hear the word of the Lord: 10Thus says the Lord God, I am against the shep-
herds; and I will demand my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their feeding the 
sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their 
mouths, so that they may not be food for them. 11For thus says the Lord God: I myself will 
search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when 
they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from 
all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I 
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring 
them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the water-
courses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, 
and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in 
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15I my-
self will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God.  
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Psalmody   —  Psalm 23 
 

 (8:30) “The 23rd Psalm”                                                                      Bobby McFerrin 

 
 (10:45) “The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want”      pisgah, arr. John Ferguson 
 

For anthem text, see ELW No. 778. 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   John 10:1-10                                                               Spark Story Bible, page 436 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 10th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                  Pastor Jonathan Davis 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 
but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out 
all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his 
voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not 
know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did 
not understand what he was saying to them. 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I 
tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; 
but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, 
and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 502                        “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
 

 Stanza 1  —  all 
 Stanza 2  —  high voices 
 Stanza 3  —  low voices 
 Stanza 4  —  in harmony 
 Stanza 5–6  —  all 

 
(8:30) *The Nicene Creed 
 

  Front ELW hymnal, page 104 

 
(10:45) Rite of Welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
 

We welcome: 
 

David & Sara Bright  Chuck & Julie Cannon 
  Bob & Pat Carlson   Dan & Carrie Dauner 
  Jim & Ellen Ellickson  Gary & Christine Engstrom 
  Greta Matzner-Gore  Janet Marti 
  Janell Martin    Scott & Elaine Nesbit 
  Ramona Revne 
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Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “As the Showers that Water the Earth”                                                      David Sims 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”   lasst uns erfreuen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 

Be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
all the glory, never ending! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Generous God, in this meal you offer your very self. We give thanks  
  for these gifts of the earth. In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the  
  Risen One. In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world; 
  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

As the showers that water the earth, as the rains that awaken the wood,  
so comes God to the hidden and hurt with healing, and good. The mighty one, God the 
Lord, has spoken; calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. Every beast 

of the forest is God’s, and God knows all that moves in the field, so such love is our 
waking and cause; by God all our harrows are healed. Out of Zion, perfect in beauty, 

God shines forth in glory. Let us turn then to God and adore; let us kneel in that      
generous gaze, so that God may bind up and restore a people for mercy and praise. 
Our God will come and will not keep silence; with a consuming flame before, and 

round about a raging storm. Let the players of dirges depart, let the mourners their 
wailing now cease, for our God comes to waken the heart with healing, and peace.              

– Susan Palo Cherwien, Psalm 50 



 

8 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 
 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 764                                        “Have No Fear, Little Flock” 

 
 Solo   —   “Aria”                             Flor Peeters 
 

Luke Sargent, trumpet 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Gracious God, 
  in you we live and move and have our being. 
  With your word and this meal of grace, 
  you have nourished our life together. 
  Strengthen us to show your love 
  and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response:  

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 385    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Epilogue”                                                                       Norman Gilbert 

 

+   +   + 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Proverbs 4:10-18   †   Psalm 119:9-32   †   1 Peter 2:2-10  †   John 14:1-14 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://welcatg.org/
mailto:women.stjohns500@gmail.com
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/about/forms/
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mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org?subject=Family%20VBS
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeqX9GJyK4T27T3Kjwp0lNAgeHwp3PccAtK3lNNVIH9YxxFw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdeqX9GJyK4T27T3Kjwp0lNAgeHwp3PccAtK3lNNVIH9YxxFw/viewform
https://shepherdstours.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Our-Savior-Lutheran-Church-P.-Tim-Hansen-2024-1.pdf
https://shepherdstours.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Our-Savior-Lutheran-Church-P.-Tim-Hansen-2024-1.pdf
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/55/responses/new
mailto:staggart@northfieldschools.org
mailto:jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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