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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Improvisation on a Norwegian Folk Tune”      Dagfinn Moe 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 835       “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” 
 

 Stanza 1  —  all singing 
 Stanza 2  —  treble voices 
 Stanza 3  —  bass voices 
 Stanzas 4–6  —  all singing 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live.  
  Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and  
  know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
 
 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
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First Reading   —   Acts 8:26-30                                                   Pew Bible, page 892 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 22:25-31                            Antiphon: Mark Mummert 
 

 Antiphon: All of us go down to the dust, yet even at  
 the grave we make our song: Alleluia! 

 
 

 
  25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
   I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lord. 
  26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
   Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 
  27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord; 
   all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
  28For dominion belongs | to the Lord, 
   who rules o- | ver the nations. 
  29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
   all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the Lord. 
  30Their descendants shall | serve the Lord, 
   whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
  31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
   saying to them, “The | Lord has acted!” Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   1 John 4:7-21 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s 
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and 
sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so 
much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one an-
other, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of 
the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide 
in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   John 15:1-8                                         Spark Story Bible, page 452 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                       Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love 
has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfec-
tion in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate 
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 
they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have 
from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 
you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 447                                                 “O Blessed Spring” 

 
*The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is  
  seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “O Blessed Spring”                                                     Robert Buckley Farlee 

 
  (10:45) “Psalm 121”                                                                 Dagfinn Moe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”        lasst uns erfreuen 
 

Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

to Spirit blest, most holy God, all the glory, never ending! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. 
  May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your  
  abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the  
  world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 

I will lift up my eyes to the mountains, from where shall I find my help? My help 
comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy foot 
to be moved. He who watches over you will not slumber. Behold, he keepeth you, 
he watches you, watches over Israel. The Lord is my keeper, the Lord is thy shade 
upon thy right hand. The sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; and he shall keep you safe. The Lord 
shall watch over you going out from this time and ever, evermore, forevermore. 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,  
  your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the 
 time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power,  
  and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 (10:45) Anthem   —   “Jesus Christ the Apple Tree”            Elizabeth Poston 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Conducted by Abby Carter, Church Music Intern 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 690                    “We Raise Our Hands to You, O Lord” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 466                                                           “In the Singing” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit, and always green. The trees of  
nature fruitless be compared with Christ the apple tree. His beauty doth all things 

excel: by faith I know, but never can tell the glory which I now can see in Jesus Christ 
the apple tree. For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have bought:    

I missed of all; but now I see tis found in Christ the apple tree. I’m weary with my  
former toil, here I will sit and rest awhile: under the shadow I will be, of Jesus Christ 
the apple tree. This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive; 

which makes my soul in haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree.  
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Shepherding God, 
  you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 
  Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share  
  the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

 C Amen. 

 
 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response:  

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 881                         “Let All Things Now Living” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 L Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Celebration”                              Dagfinn Moe 
 

+   +   +
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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Genesis 35:9-15   †   Psalm 101   †   1 John 5:1-6   †   John 15:9-17 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/need_detail.php?need_id=2251
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/need_detail.php?need_id=2251
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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