
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Service of Holy Communion 
Second Sunday of Easter 
April 28, 2019  —  8:30 and 10:45 a.m. 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
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Welcome to worship at St. John’s! 
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 

We are grateful to share this time of worship with you! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them down to the center and then back so you can greet those  

worshipping around you. Ushers will gather these following worship. 
 

An * invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the sanctuary or from an usher. 

 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our worship service,  
including at Holy Communion. Parents, please assist children when they come forward  

for communion to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 
 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary. 
 

For our youngest worshippers, 
nursery care is available on the lower level for children under 5. 
You may choose to take them there after the Children’s Message  

and return with them for Holy Communion. 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace,  
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just 

as we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,  
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement, 

 political affiliation, or religious background.  
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us. 

We warmly welcome you here. 

 

Today we celebrate the gifts of the many creative and artistic visionaries of this         
congregation. These liturgical composers, painters, sculptors, graphic designers, poets, 
architects, and many others, still today contribute to our rich worship experience at    
St. John’s. We invite you to look and listen with fresh eyes and ears. Maybe it’s music 
you haven’t heard before, or a painting you pass by but haven’t ever stopped to notice 
the details — today is a day for your senses! We are excited to share this tradition with 
you and we look forward to what new art and music await us in the future. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prelude   —   “In Quiet Joy”                     John Ferguson 
 

 I. “This Joyful Eastertide” 
 II. “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 
 III. “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” 
 

Composed for Ruth Ferguson, St. John’s organist from 1983-2009 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

 P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
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Why couldn’t everyone 
some Easter Sunday noon 
glance in the ditch as I did 
just below the church-top hill 
see the snow run off in sunny rivulets 
slam the wagon to a skidding stop, 
then look at lilies in full bloom, 
their heads in sky 
their roots 
in thawing 
Minnesota 
mud. 
I slipped my shoes and stockings off 
rolled up my suitpants 
waded in 
(Did water ever feel so cold?) 
and plucked a few to carry home 
telling my family 
and myself 
in ways in which the church 
can only hint 
that life eternal 
springs from coldest waters 
and blossoms well 
in slightly thawing earth. 
          -Steve Swanson 



*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 391                                        “This Joyful Eastertide” 

 
*Greeting and Dialogue 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
   the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good. 

 C God’s mercy endures forever. 

 P Let all God’s people now declare 

 C God’s mercy endures forever! 

 P The Lord is my strength and my song 

  C And has become my salvation. 

 P I shall not die but live. 

 C And declare the works of the Lord. 

 
*Hymn of Praise   —   “This is the Feast” 
 

 Front of hymnal   —   page 149 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Let us pray. 
 O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your 

risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us 
to be the body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Acts 5:27-32                                                           Pew Bible, page 889 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 150                  Antiphon: arr. Oscar R. Overby 
                Director of the Junior Choir at St. John’s from 1931-1947 
 

 Antiphon: My God, how wonderful thou art, thy majesty how bright! 
 How beautiful thy mercy seat in depths of burning light. 
 
 

 
  

1Hallelujah! Praise God in the | holy temple; 
   praise God in the | mighty firmament. 
  2Praise God for | mighty acts; 
   praise God for ex- | ceeding greatness. 
 

 3Praise God with | trumpet sound; 
   praise God with | lyre and harp. 
  4Praise God with tambou- | rine and dance; 
   praise God with | strings and pipe. 
 

 5Praise God with re- | sounding cymbals; 
   praise God with loud | clanging cymbals. 
  6Let everything | that has breath 
   praise the Lord. | Hallelujah! Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   Revelation 1:4-8                                              Pew Bible, page 994 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Gospel   —   John 20:19-31                             Spark Story Bible, page 492; Pew Bible, page 883 
 

 Before the reading: 

 P  The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th chapter.  C Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

 After the reading: 
  P  The Gospel of the Lord.  C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon                               Pastor Jonathan Davis 
 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 635                                              “We Walk by Faith” 
 
*The Nicene Creed 
 

 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 after each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

 “The King of Love”                                 st. columba, arr. Paul J. Christiansen 
 
 

 
 
 
 

St. John’s Church Music Interns 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds,” stanza 4         lasst uns erfreuen 
 

Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav’nly blessed sing: 
“Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!” 

Be to the Father, and our Lord, to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
all the glory, never ending! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
  Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to  
  new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise  
  you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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The King of love my shepherd is whose goodness faileth never, I nothing lack if I am 
his, and he is mine forever. Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul 
he leadeth, and where the verdant pastures grow with food celestial feedeth. And so 
through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never; Good shepherd may I sing 
thy praise within thy house forever.                      -Henry Williams Baker 



 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 P It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 a 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 P O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, 
  hear us as we praise... 
 

 P Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 

 C Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct you forward. 

Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the bread you will  
be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 Anthem   —   “Lamb of God”                                                                       arr. F. Melius Christiansen 
                                                        Choir director and organist at St. John’s from 1903-1945 

 
 
 
 
 Solo   —   “Meditation on ‘O Bread of Life from Heaven’”         G. Winston Cassler 

                                                          Organist at St. John’s from 1951-1985 

 
 Hymn   —   No. 379                                            “Now the Green Blade Rises” 

 
 Hymn   —   “Hymn of Promise”                                   promise 
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a Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

Lamb of God most holy! Who on the cross didst suffer, patient 
still and lowly, Thyself to scorn didst offer; our sins by Thee 
were taken, or hope had us forsaken: have mercy on us, O Jesu! 

Text and Music: Natalie Sleeth, 1986, © Hope Publishing Company 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 a Living God, 
  you have greeted us in our brokenness 
  and nourished us with the body of Christ, broken for us. 
  Risen to new life with you, 
  send us now to bear your healing love 
  into the wounded world, 
  in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 385                    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 L Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection. 

 C  Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Festival Piece, No. 1                   Dagfinn Moe 

 

+   +   + 
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The next event celebrating St. John’s 150th anniversary is today! 

 

During the Forum, we will highlight the contributions to St. John’s by  
liturgical composers, artists, and architects. 

Through the past 150 years, these composers, artists, and architects have made significant contributions 
to St. John’s, and in many cases the contributions extend far beyond our church walls. 

 

Displays by the artists and architects will be in the Sanctuary, St. John’s Hall,  
the Commons, the Fireside Room, and the Library.  

 

During the Forum, Nathan Proctor will speak about the contributions of St. John’s composers, 
and Judy Swanson will speak about art and architecture at St. John’s. 

Jeff Sauve will speak about the original Resurrection Window that is being restored for the 150th anniversary. 
 

This is an opportunity to learn more about the rich history of St. John’s and the arts. 
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1913 

1962 

1965 

Resurrection Window detail 
Photograph by John Walters 

Andover organ, 1965 
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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