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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

Video of this week’s service will be posted for one week only on the home page of  
our website www.StJohnsNorthfield.org. Audio recording of the sermon will be  

archived under the worship tab of the website. If you wish to have a text copy of the  
sermon mailed to you, please contact the church office. Other helpful links and resources 

will be posted as they become available at the St. John’s Facebook page. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 

http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
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Prelude   —   Three settings of “This Joyful Eastertide”              vruechten 
 

John Ferguson, Matthew Corl, Emma Lou Diemer 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

 P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

 C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “This Joyful Eastertide”                                                  vruechten 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Text: George R. Woodward; Tune: Dutch folk tune 
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*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

 P Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. 
  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

  We give you thanks, O God, 
  for in the beginning you created us in your image 
  and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
  In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 
  and you gave us water from the rock. 
  When we did not know the way, 
  you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 
  At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 
  and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 
  We praise you for your salvation through water, 
  for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. 
  Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
  Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 
  To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the  
  hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you  
  and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you  

  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 
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First Reading   —   Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 16                                         land of rest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], 22“You that 
are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you your-
selves know—23this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan and fore-
knowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God 
raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in 
its power. 25For David says concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my 
right hand so that I will not be shaken; 26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue re-
joiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. 27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or 
let your Holy One experience corruption. 28You have made known to me the ways of life; you 
will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
 29“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died 
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, he knew that 
God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 
31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not aban-
doned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 32This Jesus God raised up, and of 
that all of us are witnesses.” 

Text: The Psalter, 1912, alt. 
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Second Reading   —   1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   John 20:19-31 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20thchapter. C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who are 
being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the 
last time. 6In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various tri-
als, 7so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though per-
ishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. 8Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do 
not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9for 
you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails 
and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Alt-
hough the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                                  Pastor Mark Rydberg 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   “The Risen Christ”                                            woodlands 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 
God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messi-
ah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 

Text: Nigel Weaver, Tune: Walter Greatorex 
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*The Nicene Creed 
 

 We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer.

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

“Allegretto” from Six Short Preludes                      Charles V. Stanford 

 
*Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

 P God of infinite mercy, God of everlasting promise, 
  we thank you for your Word, 
  which gives us life and light, 
  which brings healing and hope. 
  Strengthen us to wait in faith for your peace and justice 
  until that day when your creation is born anew, freed from affliction, 
  through our risen Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 C Amen. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 
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*Blessing  
 

 Response: C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”        gaudeamus pariter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 L Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection. 

 C  Thanks be to God! 

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696-c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale 
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Postlude   —   “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”        Robert Buckley Farlee 

 

+   +   + 

 

 

Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 2:14, 36-41   †   Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19   †   1 Peter 1:17-23   †   Luke 24:13-35 
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
my2020census.gov
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
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https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tCa6TZIkmVMK9bkK7-sJKePsh1W61jRHHQNALMYU9OuqTHhbkwTrXh3v1cBwHA4xjmk7pzulswJa1FO4VFcD10k3yI1co3iRl8FlImNzPgQ9jsUt5veYkFYaBVAwZ87O9dVC9ChQHhfICqgzM06VaeuxWSpCzn34nmr1a5bIi9A=&ver=3
mailto:KJL.Ness@gmail.com
https://www.redcross.org/
https://communityactioncenter.org/
https://communityactioncenter.org/
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
mailto:jdavis@stjohnsnorthfield.org
mailto:jdavis@stjohnsnorthfield.org
mailto:jdavis@stjohnsnorthfield.org
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