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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Processional”                                               Grayston Ives 
 

All who would like to process with palm branches 
are invited to meet the pastors in the narthex during the prelude. 

 

Please turn and face the entrance. 
 

*Greeting 
 

 P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 C Hosanna in the highest! 

 
*Processional Gospel   —   Luke 19:28-40                         Spark Story Bible, page 454 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 19th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

We begin with Luke’s story of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. After we share in            
Holy Communion, we change the chancel paraments, an act which marks the change in        

mood inherent to the day, and a shift from Lent into Holy Week. Our worship ends without         
a benediction as our journey towards the cross continues. We urge you to attend the full             

progression of worship this week. (See page 10 for a worship schedule.) 

28After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29When he had 
come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two 
of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will 
find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone 
asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32So those who were 
sent departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, its own-
ers asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then 
they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 
36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now ap-
proaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples 
began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 
seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, 
and glory in the highest heaven!” 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 
“Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the 
stones would shout out.” 
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*Blessing of the Palms 
 

 P The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
  Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king 
  by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches 
  and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the  
  cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you;  
  through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us go forth in peace, 

 C in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”           valet will ich dir geben 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, c. 760–821; tr. John Mason Neale, alt.; Music: Melchior Teschner 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son  
  you offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ,  
  and preserve us until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
(10:45) Anthem   —   “Hosanna! Here Comes the Lord!”         Michael Morris 
 
 
 

 
Jubilate Choir 

 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 31:1-5                                                     Antiphon: Spiritual 
 

 Antiphon: If Jesus himself shall be our leader,  
  we shall walk through the valley in peace. 
 
 

 
 
 1In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be | put to shame; 

 deliver me | in your righteousness. 
 2Incline your | ear to me; 

 make haste to de- | liver me. 
 3Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag | and my stronghold; 

 for the sake of your name, lead | me and guide me. 
 4Take me out of the net that they have secretly | set for me, 

 for you are my tow- | er of strength. 
 5Into your hands I com- | mend my spirit, 

 for you have redeemed me, O Lord, | God of truth. Antiphon 
 
 
 

Hosanna! Here comes the Lord! The King of kings and the Lord of lords, my 
friends he’s bringing our sweet reward. The Son of David, Immanuel, my 

friends, let’s say it: “All will be well.” The Prince of peace and the Chosen One, 
prepare the feast, friends, the time has come. 
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Second Reading   —   Philippians 2:5-11 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 23:1-49                                             Spark Story Bible, page 474 
 

 Before the reading: 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 After the reading: 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                        Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 335                        “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” 

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied him-
self, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 
form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a 
cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father. 
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*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, page 105 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Walk with Me, Lord”                                     Spiritual, arr. Rosephanye Powell 
 

 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”                                 Robert Below 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                                 francke 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

Walk with me, Lord. All along this tedious journey, walk with me, Lord.  
Please walk with me. When I’m burdened, walk with me. When my head is bowed 

down in sorrow, walk with me, Lord. Please walk with me, O Lord. Along this 
tedious journey, Lord, walk with me. You are my shield. You are my sword. 

 Until I make it safely home, Lord, walk with me. 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth  
  and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who  
  hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now  
  to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 345                                   “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Generous Host, 
  you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 
  Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 
  that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 
  in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
The Changing of the Paraments 
 

The paraments are changed from purple to scarlet, 
marking the beginning of Holy Week. 

 
Musical Reflection   —   “Were You There”        Spiritual, arr. Craig Phillips 

 
The congregation leaves in silence. 

Our worship continues on Maundy Thursday.
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Easter Sunday 
 

Isaiah 65:17-25   †   Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24   †   1 Corinthians 15:19-26   †   Luke 24:1-12 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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