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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace, 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Sonata for Trumpet and Piano                              Karl Pilss 
     II. “Adagio, molto cantabile” 
 

John Cloeter, trumpet 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 389        “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing” 
 

Stanza 1  —  all 
Stanza 2  —  treble voices 
Stanza 3  —  bass voices 
Stanzas 4 & 5  —  all 

 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

 P For these waters of life, 

 C We give you thanks, O God. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Canticle of Praise   —   “This is the Feast” 
 

 Liturgy Setting Four   —   Front of hymnal, page 149 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection.  
  By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection 
  in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives  
  and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 



 

4 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Acts 4:32-35                                  Pew Bible, page 888 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 133 
 

 Sung by the cantors. 
 

  1How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 
   when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 
  2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 
   upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe. 
  3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 
   For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore. 

 
Second Reading   —   1 John 1:1-2:2                                          Pew Bible, page 989 
 

 After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
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*Gospel   —   John 20:19-31                        Spark Story Bible, page 492; Pew Bible, page 883 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                             Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 
 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 390                          “The Risen Christ” 

 
*The Nicene Creed   —   Front of hymnal, page 104 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you. 
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 
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Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “Peace I Leave with You”                                Walter Pelz 

 
 

St. John’s Church Music Interns 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds,” stanza 1          lasst uns 
 

Now all the vault of heav’n resounds in praise of love that still abounds: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” 

Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! Repeat their song of glory here: 
“Christ has triumphed! He is living!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 a Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, 
  as you were made known to the disciples. 
  Receive these gifts, and the offerings of our lives, 
  that we may be your risen body in the world. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth 
give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled; neither let it be afraid.  

–John 14:27 
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 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 P O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, 
  hear us as we praise... 
 

 P Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 

 C Amen. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 
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All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary; 
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served the 
bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.  

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Anthem   —   “Gather Gladness from the Skies”      Charles Callahan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Hymn   —   No. 556                                           “Morning Has Broken” 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 

Gather gladness from the skies; take a lesson from the ground; 
flow’rs do ope their heavenward eyes and a spring time joy have 
found; henceforth let your souls alway make each morn an Easter 
Day. Beauty now for ashes wear, perfumes for the garb of woe. 
Chaplets for disheveled hair, dances for sad footsteps slow; open 
wide your hearts that they let in joy this Easter Day. Seek God’s 
house in happy throng; crowded let his table be; mingle praises, 
prayer and song, singing to the Trinity. Henceforth let your souls 
alway make each morn an Easter Day.  

-Gerard Manley Hopkins 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

L Let us pray. 

 a In the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection 
  you send light in the darkness, 
  water to give new life, 
  and bread to nourish your people. 
  Send us forth as witnesses to the resurrection 
  that we may show your glory to all the world; 
  through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response:  

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 385     “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

 C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 L Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection. 

 C  Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!”               Healey Willan 
 
 
 

+   +   +
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Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Acts 3:12-19   †   Psalm 4   †   1 John 3:1-7   †   Luke 24:36b-48 
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Pam Fickenscher and Jonathan Davis, Pastors 

Carol Benson, Director of Alleluia and Jubilate Choirs 

Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Angie Gehring / Rebekah Thomas, Youth Support Staff 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Dylan Gehring / Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistants 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 

 

Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 

 


