
 

  

Service of Holy Communion 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
April 6, 2025  †  8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  †  Northfield, Minnesota 



 

2 

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “My Song Is Love Unknown”                     arr. Daniel Kallman 
 

Gerald Hoekstra, trumpet 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, page 94 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 343                                       “My Song Is Love Unknown” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace  
  waters our desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing  
  you are doing, that our lives may proclaim the extravagance of your love  
  given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives  
  and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 
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First Reading   —   Isaiah 43:16-21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 126, “When God Restored Our Common Life”        resignation 
 

Stanza 1  —  choir/cantor 
Stanzas 2–3  —  all singing 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

16Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 17who 
brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are 
extinguished, quenched like a wick: 18Do not remember the former things, or consider 
the things of old. 19I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not per-
ceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 20The wild animals 
will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in 
the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 21the people whom I formed for myself so 
that they might declare my praise. 

Paraphrase: Ruth C. Duck © 1992 GIA Publications; Music: North American traditional 
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Second Reading   —   Philippians 3:4b-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   John 12:1-8                                                   Spark Story Bible, page 444 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 12th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was 
one of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure 
nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about 
to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the 
money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but be-

4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteous-
ness under the law, blameless. 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as 
loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpas-
sing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 10I want to know 
Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming 
like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
  12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on 
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consid-
er that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                        Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 685                “Take My Life, That I May Be” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

cause he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 
7Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my 
burial. 8You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “My Song Is Love Unknown” from St. John Passion              John Ferguson 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Elegy”                                                                                           Rolf Wallin 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                           francke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus, name of wondrous love, name all other names above. My song is love un-
known, my Savior’s love to me, love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be. 
Oh, who am I, that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and die? Here might I 
stay and sing, no story so divine! Never was love, dear King, never was grief, was love 

like thine. This is my friend in whose sweet praise I all my days could gladly spend! 
 – Samuel Crossman 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth  
  and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who  
  hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now  
  to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Drop, Drop, Slow Tears” from St. John Passion      John Ferguson 
 
 

 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 802                             “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

Drop, drop, slow tears, and bathe those beauteous feet which brought from       
heaven the news and Prince of Peace. Cease not, wet eyes, his mercies to entreat;  
to cry for vengeance sin does never cease. In your deep floods drown all my faults 

 and fears; nor let his eye see sin, but through my tears.         – Phineas Fletcher 
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*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Generous Host, 
  you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 
  Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 
  that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 
  in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 803                   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott”                   Dietrich Buxtehude 
 

+   +   + 

 

Palm Sunday 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9a   †   Psalm 31:9-16   †   Philippians 2:5-11   †   Luke 23:1-49 
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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