Service of the Word
Easter Sunday
April 4, 2021 † 9:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”

John Ferguson

Welcome and Announcements
P Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
*Gathering Hymn — “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” (#365)

easter hymn

Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, alt.; Charles Wesley, st. 4; Music: J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica
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*Greeting and Dialogue
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good.
God’s mercy endures forever.
Let all God’s people now declare
God’s mercy endures forever!
The Lord is my strength and my song
And has become my salvation.
I shall not die but live.
And declare the works of the Lord.

*Hymn of Praise — “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!” (#373)

orientis partibus

Text: Charles Wesley, alt.; Music: Pierre de Corbeil, arr. Lutheran Book of Worship © admin. Augsburg Fortress

*Prayer of the Day
P God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive
and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen
life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the
fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Children’s Message
First Reading — Isaiah 25:6-9
6

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
9
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Second Reading — 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
1

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to
you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are
being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have
come to believe in vain. 3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was
buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have
died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely
born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I
am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than
any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it
was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation — “Alleluia! Glorious Word!”

wie schön leuchtet

*Gospel — Mark 16:1-8
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 16thchapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
1

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”
4
When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been
rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe,
sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he
is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they
went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Jonathan Davis
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Hymn of the Day — “Christ Has Risen While Earth Slumbers” (ACS #938) st. helena
Stanza 1 — Cantor
Stanza 2-4 — All

Text: John L. Bell © 1988 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications; Music: Calvin Hampton © 1977 GIA Publications
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*The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

8

*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Carol” from Five Bagatelles

Gerald Finzi, arr. Robert Gower

During the offering, your are invited to prepare your table
for communion immediately following the livestream broadcast.
Everyone near and far is invited to join us.
*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Praise to you, O God, for your Word of life: creating a wondrous universe,
proclaiming freedom from captivity, becoming the song of your people.
C We praise you, O God, for your Word.
Your Word is made flesh among us:
with Mary in the garden, you call us by name.
With Thomas beholding your wounds, you call us to believe.
With sheep of others folds, we are gathered by your voice.
Your Word names our death and our life.
C We bless you, O God, for your Word.
By your living Word, we are witnesses of these things.
Breathe into us your Holy Spirit. Fill us with strength to love,
not in word or speech alone, but in truth and action.
With every creature in heaven and on earth
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them,
we join in the hymn of all creation:
C We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. Amen.
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response: C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” (#383)

hymn to joy

Text: Brian A. Wren © 1986 Hope Publishing Company; Music: Ludwig van Beethoven, adapt.
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*Dismissal
L
C
L
C

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Proclaim the resurrection.
Thanks be to God!

Postlude — “Fanfare”

Paul Spicer

+

+

11

+

12

2021 Easter Flowers
Given in memory of:
Leonard Anderson by Phil & Barb Eaves
Richard Dahlin by Jo Dahlin and Family
Steve Edwins by Jennifer Edwins and Family
David Halvorson by Joan Halvorson
Kenneth Jennings by Carolyn Jennings and Family
Edgar Larson by Helen Larson
Our Parents by David and Ruth Legvold
Robert Matta by Marilyn Matta
Robert Matta by Michele, Nathan, Matthew, Will, Seth and Genevieve Knutson
Robert D. and Mary Ben Neubecker by Cynthia Neubecker and Laurie MacKenzie
Our Parents by John and Patsy Ophaug
Mary Pelletier by the Pelletier Family
Jon Rondestvedt by Jeanette Rondestvedt
Bob Scholz by Cora Scholz
Mary White by Joanne Ninnemann and Marcia Vandesteeg
Ed Youngquist by Rose Youngquist and Family
Given in honor of:
Marlene and Duane Engstrom by the Engstrom Children
Our children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren by David and Ruth Legvold
Elinor Niemisto by the Pelletier Family
Given with grateful hearts and in celebration of Easter:
Herb and Pat Fick
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Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35 † Psalm 133 † 1 John 1:1—2:2 † John 20:19-31
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