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The assembly gathers in silence. 

 
Prelude   —   “Ah, Holy Jesus”                         Helmut Walcha 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord  
  Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, 
  and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the  
  Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C Amen. 

 
Reading   —   Hebrews 10:16-25                                        Pew Bible, page 976 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Homily                Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 
Hymn   —   ELW No. 353                                                                              “Were You There” 
 

Stanzas 1–4  —  all 
Stanza 5  —  all, hushed 

 

At the heart of the Good Friday liturgy is the passion story. 
(For more on the gospel reading, see page 6.)  

The ancient title for this day—the triumph of the cross—reminds us that the church  
gathers not to mourn this day but to celebrate Christ’s life-giving passion and to find  
strength and hope in the tree of life. In the ancient bidding prayer we offer petitions  

for all the world for whom Christ died.  
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The Passion of Our Lord according to Matthew 

 

Matthew 26:36—27:66 

 
 I. Matthew 26:36-56 The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 
 

 Hymn   —   “Ah, Holy Jesus” (ELW No. 349) stanza 1             herzliebster jesu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 II. Matthew 26:57-75 Jesus Before the High Priest; Peter Denies Jesus 
 

 Hymn   —   “Ah, Holy Jesus” stanza 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Text: Johann Heermann; tr. Robert Bridges; Music: Johann Crüger 
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 III. Matthew 27:1-31  Jesus Before Pilate and the Trial 
 

 Hymn   —   “Ah, Holy Jesus” stanza 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 IV. Matthew 27:32-56 The Crucifixion and Death of Jesus 
 

 Hymn   —   “Ah, Holy Jesus” stanza 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 V. Matthew 27:57-66 The Burial of Jesus 
 

 Hymn   —   “Ah, Holy Jesus” stanza 5 
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*Bidding Prayer 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Hymn   —   ELW No. 351                                                     “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 

 
Closing Response 
 

 P  We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 

 C  By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 
All depart in silence. 

 

+   +   + 
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It has been the tradition of the lectionary to read the Gospel of John for the Great Three Days; 
however, all four Gospel writers have their own accounts of the Passion, and often these 

accounts are not frequently read. This year we focus on Matthew—the lectionary 
Gospel for ordinary time—for our passion reading. 

 
As with the Gospel of John, contemporary readers are called to wrestle with the ways Matthew 

downplays the role of the Roman empire in Jesus’ crucifixion. Jesus could not have been  
crucified by any authority other than the occupying government of Rome. Crucifixion was  

a punishment inflicted upon many Jews who were seen to be a threat to imperial power  
and order. Whatever role religious authorities had in turning Jesus over to the Romans,  

they were not solely responsible for his death. 
 

Matthew’s Gospel alone has the troubling line, “His blood be upon us and on our children.”            
For generations these words were hurled by Christians in acts of horrific violence against Jews. 

However, it is both historically implausible that these words were collectively shouted, and 
genealogically incorrect to identify the mixed crowd present then with ethnic Jews today. 

It is imperative upon us in worship to hear in these words our own worst moments, whenever 
we betray our faith in Jesus’ grace and mercy. In the words of the hymnwriter, Good Friday  

calls us not to point a finger at “who killed Jesus” but instead to confess:  
“I it was denied Thee. I crucified Thee.” (ELW No. 349, “Ah, Holy Jesus”) 
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