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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”           Emma Lou Diemer 
 

All who would like to process with palm branches 
are invited to meet the pastors in the narthex during the prelude. 

 

Please turn and face the entrance. 
 

*Greeting 
 

 P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 C Hosanna in the highest! 

 
*Processional Gospel   —   Matthew 21:1-11              Spark Story Bible, page 454 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Ol-
ives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and im-
mediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 
them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, 
saying, 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and 
mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 6The disciples went and did as 
Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on 
them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 10When he entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11The crowds were saying, 
“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

 

We begin with Matthew’s story of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem. After we share in      
Holy Communion, we change the chancel paraments, an act which marks the change in mood 

inherent to the day, and a shift from Lent into Holy Week. Our worship ends without a benedic-
tion as our journey towards the cross continues. We urge you to attend the full progression of 

worship this week. (See page 11 for a worship schedule.) 
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*Blessing of the Palms 
 

 P The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
  Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king 
  by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches 
  and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the  
  cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you;  
  through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us go forth in peace, 

 C in the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”           valet will ich dir geben 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Text: Theodulph of Orleans, c. 760–821; tr. John Mason Neale, alt.; Music: Melchior Teschner 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord  
  Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your  
  mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious  
  victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 50:4-9a                                       Pew Bible, page 594 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 118, “This Is the Day the Lord Hath Made”            ellacombe 
 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Text: Isaac Watts; Music: German melody, 18th cent. 
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Second Reading   —   Philippians 2:5-11                                Pew Bible, page 954 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon                                  Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 432                         “The Head That Once Was Crowned” 

 
*The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is  
  seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  (8:30) “Ride On, King Jesus”                                                              arr. Sylvia Oines 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “My Song Is Love Unknown”                                Michael Costello 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                 For music, see ELW No. 188 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

Ride on in majesty! Hear all the tribes hosanna cry; O Savior meek, your road       
pursue, with palms and scattered garments strewed. Ride on in majesty!  

In lowly pomp ride on to die. O Christ, your triumphs now begin over captive death 
and conquered sin. King Jesus rides a milk-white horse, no one works like him,  

the river Jordan he did cross, no one works like him. For he is King of kings  
and Lord of lords, Jesus Christ the first and last, no one works like him.  

Ride on, King Jesus, no one can-a hinder me. Yes, my Lord. 
                – Henry Milman, African American spirituals 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present  
  them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts  
  to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through  
  Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 343                          “My Song Is Love Unknown” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Embodied God, 
  at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
  With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
  empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
  and touch the world with your love. 

 C Amen. 

 
The Changing of the Paraments 
 

The paraments are changed from purple to scarlet, 
marking the beginning of Holy Week. 

 
(8:30) Anthem   —   “We Shall Walk Through the Valley in Peace”                       Spiritual 
                                                               arr. Moses Hogan 
 
 
 

 
 
(10:45) Solo   —   “Were You There”                     Spiritual, arr. Craig Phillips 

 
The congregation leaves in silence. 

Our worship continues on Maundy Thursday.

We shall walk through the valley in peace. For Jesus himself will be our leader.  
We will meet our loved ones there. For Jesus himself will be our leader. 
There will be no more trials there. For Jesus himself will be our leader. 

We shall walk in peace. 
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Easter Sunday 
 

Jeremiah 31:1-6   †   Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24   †   Acts 10:34-43   †   Matthew 28:1-10 

 

mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com


 

15 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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