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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “The Prodigal Son” from Three Gospel Scenes                    James Biery 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 666                                  “What Wondrous Love Is This” 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness,  
  walks with us, and guides us in our pilgrimage. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 P Holy One, 

 C we confess that we have wandered far from you:  
  we have not trusted your promises,  
  we have ignored your prophets in our own day,  
  we have squandered our inheritance of grace,  
  we have failed to recognize you in our midst.  
  Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you.  
  Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your love,  
  and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 
 

 P Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and to all who call  
  out to God. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and gathers  

  you under wings of love. In + Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.  
  God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all  
  with your mercy. By baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and  
  feed us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Joshua 5:9-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 32:1-8         Antiphon: Palestinian traditional (ACS No. 989) 
 

 Antiphon: Let your peace rain upon us, O living God of peace.  
 Let your peace rain upon us, Lord, fill our hearts with your peace. 
 
 
 
 

  1Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 
   and whose sin is | put away! 
  2Happy are they to whom the Lord im- | putes no guilt, 
   and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 
 

 3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 
   because of my groaning | all day long. 
  4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 
   my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer. 

9The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And 
so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they 
kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jeri-
cho. 11On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, 
unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce 
of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Ca-
naan that year. 
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  5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 
   Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin. 
  6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble; 
   when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. 
 

  7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 
   you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. 
  8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 
   I will guide you | with my eye.” Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

 
 
 
 

 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation                          kas dziedāja 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if 
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, every-
thing has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was recon-
ciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting 
the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is mak-
ing his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For 
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
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*Gospel   —   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32                 Pew Bible, page 850; Spark Story Bible, page 378 
 

 Before the reading: 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 After the reading: 
  P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                 Rev. Laura Aase 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 1047                                              “What Is the World Like” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  (8:30) “There Are Children at the Door”                     David Cherwien 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Meditation for Holy Week—Lament for Bells”          Brian Childers 
 

Rejoice Ringers 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                          ELW No. 188 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 
 

There are children at the door, thousands, millions, many more, and my Jesus  
makes me think, “Take them eat and take them drink.” Jesus, Jesus, I will go, when 
the heart is high and low. There are beggars at the gate, waiting long and waiting 

late, and my Jesus makes me say, “Take them coat upon their way.” There are lonely 
at the tree, resting there to talk to me, and my Jesus makes me stay, with him till the 

end of day. There are weary at my side, washed ashore in angry tide, and my Jesus 
makes me go where the storm and waters blow.  

  —Herbert F. Brokering 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.  
  Now we gather at your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies.  
  Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and feed us with the  
  body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;  

ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.  
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.  

The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God”                     twenty-fourth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “I Will Arise”                      arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body,  
  the bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a  
  world in need. 

 C Amen. 
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*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 502                  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
 

Stanzas 5 and 6 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Finale” from Das Holsteinische Orgelbüchlein                                 

Hans Friedrich Micheelsen  
 

+   +   +
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org/courageous
mailto:childrens@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org?subject=Response%20to%20News%20Blast
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Isaiah 43:16-21   †   Psalm 126   †   Philippians 3:4b-14   †   John 12:1-8 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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