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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Jesus, Still Lead On”                           Paul Manz 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 624                                                             “Jesus, Still Lead On” 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
  who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem us,  
  anoint us, and make us new. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin,  
  and receive God’s promise of mercy. 
 

  God at the margins, 

 C We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose our way. 
  We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have  
  saved your people before and promise to do so again. Do not remember  
  the deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, where your  
  forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen. 
 

 P Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care.  
  Like manna in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy.  
  Like a loving parent, God runs to meet you again this day,  
  forgiving your sins for the sake of Christ, leading you from death into life. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through  
  the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word  
  and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through  
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and  
  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 55:1-9                                                                Pew Bible, page 598 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
(8:30) Psalmody   —   Psalm 63: 10:1-8                     Antiphon: Joseph Gelineau 
 

 Antiphon: My soul is thirsting for the Lord: when shall I see God face to face? 
 
 
  1O God, you are my God; eager- | ly I seek you; 
   my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land  
  where there | is no water. 
  2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your | holy place, 
   that I might behold your power | and your glory. 
 

 3For your steadfast love is better than | life itself; 
   my lips shall | give you praise. 
  4So will I bless you as long | as I live 
   and lift up my hands | in your name. Antiphon 
 

 5My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods, 
   and my mouth praises you with | joyful lips, 
  6when I remember you up- | on my bed, 
   and meditate on you in | the night watches. 
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 7For you have | been my helper, 
   and under the shadow of your wings I | will rejoice. 
  8My whole being | clings to you; 
   your right hand | holds me fast. Antiphon 

 
Children’s Message 

 
*Gospel Acclamation                                kas dziedāja 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Gospel   —   Luke 13:1-9                          Spark Story Bible, page 372; Pew Bible, page 848 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ.

 
Sermon                          Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 447              “O Blessed Spring” 
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*The Apostles’ Creed   —   Front of the hymnal, page 127 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

(8:30) “As the Sun with Longer Journey”                                  Carl Schalk 
 

For anthem text, see Hymn 329. 
 

St. John’s Chorale 
 

  (10:45) “O Blessed Spring”                                      Mark Sedio 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me”                                                          francke 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 a Generous God, you feed us with the harvest of the land,  
  and you provide for our every need.  
  Receive our gifts of money, imagination, and labor,  
  and transform them into a feast that welcomes all,  
  in Jesus Christ, our host and our guest. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary; 
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served the 
bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.  

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Lord, for Thy Tender Mercy’s Sake”       Richard Farrant 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   No. 542                  “O Living Bread from Heaven” 

Lord, for thy tender mercy’s sake, lay not our sins to our charge, but forgive that is 
past, and give us grace to amend our sinful lives: to decline from sin, and incline to 
virtue, that we may walk with a humble heart before thee now and evermore. Amen 
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Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

L  Let us pray. 

 a Tender and merciful one, at your feast, you fed us who brought nothing,  
  turning our emptiness into joy. Filled with your abundant grace,  
  send us now to be ministers of reconciliation, mending broken hearts,  
  working for justice, and striving for peace among all people,  
  in the name of Jesus Christ.  
  Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 777                    “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty” 
 

Stanzas 1 and 2 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God.

 
Postlude   —   Voluntary in B-flat                                 David N. Johnson 

 

+   +   +
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http://bread.org/
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mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:youth@stjohnsnorthfield.org
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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

Joshua 5:9-12   †   Psalm 32   †   2 Corinthians 5:16-21   †   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Pam Fickenscher, Senior Pastor 

Jonathan Davis, Associate Pastor 

Carol Benson, Director of Jubilate Choir 

Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Angie Gehring / Emerson Clay, Youth Support Staff 

Angie Gehring / Christy Hall-Holt, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Arielle Loy, Director of Alleluia Choir 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Jaida Gehring / Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistants 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 
 

Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 

 


