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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   on seelenbräutigam                                                  Paul Manz 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, page 94 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 624                                                    “Jesus, Still Lead On” 
 

arr. John Ferguson 
Stanza 1  —  all 

Stanza 2  —  bass voices 
Stanza 3  —  treble voices 

Stanza 4  —  all 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through  
  the life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word  
  and obey it, and bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through  
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  
  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 55:1-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 L The Word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 63:1-8                        Antiphon: Joseph Gelineau, sj 
 

 Antiphon: My soul is thirsting for the Lord: when shall I see God face to face? 
 
 
 

 
  1O God, you are my God; eager- | ly I seek you; 
  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land  
  where there | is no water. 
  2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your | holy place, 
   that I might behold your power | and your glory. 
 

  3For your steadfast love is better than | life itself; 
   my lips shall | give you praise. 
  4So will I bless you as long | as I live 
   and lift up my hands | in your name. Antiphon 
 

1Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy 
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 2Why do you spend 
your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. 3Incline 
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlast-
ing covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. 4See, I made him a witness to the peo-
ples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 5See, you shall call nations that you do not 
know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. 6Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous 
their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 
your ways my ways, says the Lord. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
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  5My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods, 
   and my mouth praises you with | joyful lips, 
  6when I remember you up- | on my bed, 
   and meditate on you in | the night watches. 
 

  7For you have | been my helper, 
   and under the shadow of your wings I | will rejoice. 
  8My whole being | clings to you; 
   your right hand | holds me fast. Antiphon 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 13:1-9                              Spark Story Bible, page 372 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that 
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galile-
ans? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eight-
een who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were 
worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you re-
pent, you will all perish just as they did.” 
  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 
should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig 
around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 
can cut it down.’ ” 
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Sermon                                                            Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 447                   “O Blessed Spring” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Christ the Apple Tree”                                                              Stanford Scriven 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “O Blessed Spring”                                                         Anne Krentz Organ 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                           francke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The tree of life my soul hath seen, laden with fruit and always green; the trees of 
nature fruitless be, compared with Christ the apple tree. This beauty doth all things 

excel, by faith I know, but never can tell the glory which I now can see, in Jesus 
Christ the apple tree. For happiness I long have sought, and pleasure dearly I have 
bought; I missed of all, but now I see ’tis found in Christ the apple tree. This fruit 

doth make my soul to thrive, it keeps my dying faith alive; which makes my soul in 
haste to be with Jesus Christ the apple tree. I’m wearied with my former toil, here I 
will sit and rest awhile; under the shadow I will be, of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

   – Joshua Smith, 1784 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth  
  and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who  
  hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now  
  to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Solo   —   “Elms” from Views from the Oldest House                          Ned Rorem 

 
 Hymn   —   ACS No. 924                                     “As the Winter Days Grow Longer” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Generous Host, 
  you have shared your feast with us and made us new. 
  Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, 
  that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom, 
  in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 542                                “O Living Bread from Heaven” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Andante from Sonata VI                                  Felix Mendelssohn 

 

+   +   + 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

Joshua 5:9-12   †   Psalm 32   †   2 Corinthians 5:16-21   †   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://thrivent.com/
http://www.goodearthvillage.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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