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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   on slane                                                                            Raymond Chenault 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 793                                                     “Be Thou My Vision” 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, page 94 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us.  
  By your gracious life and death for us, open our eyes, soften our hearts,  
  and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father  
  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 23                              arr. Bobby McFerrin 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

(8:30) St. John’s Chorale 

 
First Reading   —   Ephesians 5:8-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation                    kas dziedāja 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of light, 
9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out 
what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness; rather, 
expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly, 13but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says,  
 “Sleeper, awake! 
  Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.” 

The Lord is my shepherd, I have all I need, she makes me lie down in green meadows, 
beside the still waters, she will lead. She restores my soul, she rights my wrongs, she 
leads me in a path of good things, and fills my heart with songs. Even though I walk 

through a dark and dreary land, there is nothing that can shake me, she has said, she 
won’t forsake me, I’m in her hand. She sets a table before me, in the presence of my 

foes, she anoints my head with oil, and my cup overflows. Surely goodness and kind-
ness will follow me, all the days of my life, and I will live in her house, forever. Glory 

be to our Mother, and Daughter, and to the Holy of Holies, as it was in the             
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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Gospel   —   John 9:1-41     Spark Story Bible, page 432; Pew Bible, page 871 
 

 Before the reading: 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 9th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 After the reading: 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                            Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 603                     “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Sometimes Our Only Song Is Weeping”                      arr. David Cherwien 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Robert Shaw, baritone 

Gerrit Vanderschoot, cello 

 
  (10:45) “Sometimes Our Only Song Is Weeping”           arr. Brenda Portman 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sometimes our only song is weeping; our only sound is gasping breath.  
Sometimes it seems that God is sleeping while our brief lives are bound in death. 

Who hears the song our sorrows swallow and offers hope to calm our fears?  
When all our words seem frail and hollow, God heeds the prayers within our tears.  

Sometimes we catch the faintest humming, a far-off tune our hearts know well. 
Sometimes we sense the Spirit coming. Our song returns; our voices swell.  

The Spirit sings though we are shaken, and Christ has shared our heartfelt cries.  
Restored, our weary souls awaken to join God’s song that never dies. 

 

                                                                                                         – Adam M. L. Tice 
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*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                                           francke 
 

For music, see ELW No. 188. 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and renew a right spirit within me.  

Cast me not away from your presence,  
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,  
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth   
  and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who   
  hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now   
  to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
Children’s Message 
 

 “Wonders of Worship” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 

Music: J. A. Freylinghausen 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

Sung first in English, then Spanish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
 
 
 

Text and music: Argentine traditional 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Holy Lamb of God” Ya hamalallah                           Yusuf Khill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 782                 “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 
 

Music: © 2003 Yusuf Khill 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
  reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. Through the body  
  and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing  
  witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 779    “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Fugue in C Minor, BWV 537                                                       J. S. Bach 

 

+   +   + 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://www.palmsunday2026.com
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https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/about/employment/
https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/about/employment/
mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14   †   Psalm 130   †   Romans 8:6-11   †   John 11:1-45 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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