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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Folk Tune”                                                                        Percy Whitlock 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “What Wondrous Love Is This” (#666)               wondrous love 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*A Litany of Sorrows and Sins 
 

 P Hear our lament, tenderhearted God.  
  Receive our petitions, benevolent God. 
  Forgive us our sins, preserve us from evil, and protect us in death. 

 C Support us, mighty God. 

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent.; Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony 
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*Kyrie   —   from All Creation Sings, setting 11                Ana Hernandez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 P We have honored false gods,  
  desecrated your name, devalued worship,  
  disdained our elders, harmed both neighbors and nature, 
  misused sexuality, cheated and stolen, lied and slandered, 
  and coveted what you have given to others. 

 C Forgive us, loving God. 
 

 P From plague and disease,  
  from hunger and thirst, from injury and infirmity,  
  from unemployment and homelessness,  
  from ignorance and despair,  
  from loneliness and fear,  
  and from early or painful death, 

 C Protect us, compassionate God. 
 

 P Loving God, merciful, gracious, compassionate, 
  remember your promise to save: 
  remember Cain, saved from revenge; 
  remember Noah, saved from the flood; 
  remember Sarah, saved from childlessness; 
  remember Hagar, saved from thirst; 
  remember the Israelites, saved from slavery; 
  remember Ruth, saved from starvation; 
  and remember Naaman, saved from disease. 

 C Remember your promise, O God. 
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 P We implore you, faithful God, to receive our petitions,  
  as you hear the prayers of your Son,  
  as you heed the groaning of your Spirit. 

 C Have mercy, O God. Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P O God, rich in mercy, as your Son is lifted up on the cross, your love for this  
  world is revealed and rescues us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into  
  your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

  one God, now and forever. C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Numbers 21:4-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against 
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilder-
ness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the 
Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many 
Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 
the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses 
prayed for the people. 8And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set 
it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a ser-
pent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person 
would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 107:1-3, 17-21 
 

 Antiphon: Give thanks to God who hears our cries and saves in troubled days 
 with wondrous works to humankind that call for highest praise. 
 
 
 

 
 1Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good, 
   for God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 
  2Let the redeemed of the | Lord proclaim 
   that God redeemed them from the hand | of the foe, 
  3gathering them in | from the lands; 
   from the east and from the west, from the north and | from the south. 
  17Some were fools and took re- | bellious paths; 
   through their sins they | were afflicted. Antiphon 
  18They loathed all man- | ner of food 
   and drew near | to death’s door. 
  19Then in their trouble they cried | to the Lord 
   and you delivered them from | their distress. 
  20You sent forth your | word and healed them 
   and rescued them | from the grave. 
  21Let them give thanks to you, Lord, for your | steadfast love 
   and your wonderful works | for all people. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions 
of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of 
wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which 
he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him and seated us 
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God—9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made 
us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way 
of life. 
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*Gospel Acclamation                          kas dziedāja 
 

 

 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   John 3:14-21 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                         Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 
 
 
 
 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever trusts in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who trusts in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who trust in him are not con-
demned; but those who do not trust are condemned already, because they have not trust-
ed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come 
into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 
20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may 
not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clear-
ly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
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Hymn of the Day   —   “Sprit, Open My Heart” (ACS #1043)        wild mountain thyme 
 

First refrain and verse 1  —  Cantor 
Following refrains and verses  —  All 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
 

Text: Ruth Duck © 1996 Pilgrim Press; Music Irish melody; adapt. Alfred Fedak © 2011 Alfred Fedak 
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  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 

 

  “My Song Is Love Unknown”                                                                        James Biery 

 
*Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

 P Gracious God, we have heard your Word of Life today.  
  While our sin is great, your determination to save has proven greater.  
  Thank you for Jesus who leads us out of the wilderness and into the community 
  declaring, “The kingdom of God has come near.” Embolden us with the gift of  
  your Holy Spirit that we may share your love and salvation with all creation,  
  through Jesus Christ in whose name we pray. 

 C Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
  

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Lift High the Cross” (#660)                                                  crucifer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: George Kitchin; rev. Michael Newbolt; Music: Sydney Nicholson © 1974 Hope Publishing Company 
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*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Epilogue”                                                                     Norman Gilbert 

 

+   +   + 
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Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34   †   Psalm 51:1-12   †   Hebrews 5:5-10   †   John 12:20-33 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
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