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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “The Woman at the Well” from Three Gospel Scenes       James Biery 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 618              “Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer” 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
  who journeys with us these forty days, 
  and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
  our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 P Holy God, 

 C we confess to you our faults and failings.  
  Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;  
  we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
  we cause hurt though you call us to heal;  
  we choose fear over compassion. 
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
  as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
  Amen. 
 

 P Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave  
  the only Son, so that all may receive life. This promise is for everyone. 

  God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name, 
  and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

 C Amen. 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash  
  away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that  
  flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Exodus 17:1-7 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

1From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, 
as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the peo-
ple to drink. 2The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses 
said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the people 
thirsted there for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, “Why did 
you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4So Mo-
ses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to 
stone me.” 5The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the 
elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and 
go. 6I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the 
elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quar-
reled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?” 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 95:1-7a                                   from ELW Morning Prayer 
                              setting by Carolyn Jennings 
 

 Refrain  —  all 
 

 

 
 

 Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to the  
 Lord with psalms. For you, Lord, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 
 

 Refrain  —  all 
 

 In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours.  
 The sea is yours, for you made it; and your hands have molded the dry land.  
 

 Refrain  —  all 
 

 Come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our maker. For the  
 Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. 
 

 Refrain  —  all 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 5:1-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

1Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 
our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our suffer-
ings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, 
and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, 
rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone 
might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sin-
ners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his 
blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were ene-
mies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having 
been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   John 4:5-42                           Spark Story Bible, page 420; Pew Bible, page 864  
 

 Before the reading: 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 4th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 After the reading: 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                              Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW 611                               “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Wondrous Love”                                             arr. Paul J. Christiansen 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Wondrous Love”                                       David N. Johnson 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                For music, see ELW No. 188 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 
 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! That caused the Lord of life to bear the heavy 
cross, what wondrous love is this, O my soul! What wondrous love is this, O my soul. 
That Christ should lay aside his crown for my soul! What wondrous love, O my soul! 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present  
  them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts  
  to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through  
  Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;  

ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.  
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.  

The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 445          “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Embodied God, 
  at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
  With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
  empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
  and touch the world with your love. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 666                               “What Wondrous Love Is This” 
 

Stanzas 2 and 3 sung in harmony. 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “The Peace may be exchanged.” from Rubrics            Dan Locklair 

 

+   +   + 
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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

1 Samuel 16:1-13   †   Psalm 23   †   Ephesians 5:8-14   †   John 9:1-41 
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ċ

mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/55/responses/new
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/55/responses/new
mailto:staggart@northfieldschools.org
mailto:jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:women.stjohns500@gmail.com
http://thrivent.com/
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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