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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”                       Craig Phillips 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 323                            “God Loved the World” 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
  who gathers us in the wilderness  
  to redeem us, anoint us, and make us new. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
  Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 
 

  Gracious God, 

 C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you,  
  knowingly and unknowingly. We have wandered from your  
  resurrection life. We have strayed from your love for all people.  
  Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, 
  that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house forever. 
  Amen. 
 

 P Receive good news: God turns to you in love. 
  “I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God. 

  All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
  who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to  
  new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises,  
  that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son,  
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  

  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Genesis 12:1-4a             Spark Story Bible, page 26; Pew Bible, page 8 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 121 
 

 

 
 
 1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
   from where is my | help to come? 
  2My help comes | from the Lord, 
   the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
 

 3The Lord will not let your | foot be moved 
   nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
  4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
   will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; 
 

 5the Lord watches | over you; 
   the Lord is your shade at | your right hand; 
  6the sun will not strike | you by day, 
   nor the | moon by night. 
 

 7The Lord will preserve you | from all evil 
   and will | keep your life. 
  8The Lord will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
   from this time forth for- | evermore. 
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Second Reading   —   Romans 4:1-5, 13-17                                           Pew Bible, page 916 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation                                kas dziedāja 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   John 3:1-17                                                                           Pew Bible, page 863 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 3rdchapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                             Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 796                   “How Firm a Foundation” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of the hymnal, page 127 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer.

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

(8:30) “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”                       arr. David Cherwien 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “God Loved the World”                                     Martin Hotton 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”              For music, see Hymn No. 188 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

If you but trust in God to guide you, with hopeful heart through all your ways, you 
will find strength, with God beside you, to bear the worst of evil days; for those who 
trust God’s changeless love build on the rock that will not move. What gain is there 
futile weeping, in helpless anger and distress? If you are in God’s care and keeping, in 
sorrow will God love you less? For Christ who took for you a cross will bring you safe 
through every loss. Be still and wait God’s pleasure in cheerful hope, with heart con-
tent, trusting that grace which knows no measure will by unbounded love be sent; nor 
doubt our inmost wants are clear to One who holds us always near. Sing, pray, and 
keep God’s ways unswerving; offering your service faithfully, and trust God’s word, 
though undeserving, there find the truth to set you free; God will not fail to guide and 
bless those who embrace God’s faithfulness.     - Georg Neumark (1621-81) 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 a Holy and generous host, you set a table where we feast as friends. 
  Prepare us to witness to your goodness with every gift you have  
  given us to share, that all people may know your peace  
  through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct you forward. 

Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the bread you will  
be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Lift Thine Eyes” from Elijah           Felix Mendelssohn 

 
 
 
 Hymn   —   No. 735            “Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth” 

 
 Hymn   —   No. 442               “All Who Believe and Are Baptized” 
 

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains, whence cometh help. Thy help cometh 
from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. He hath said, thy foot shall not be moved. 
Thy keeper will never slumber.                                                  -adapted from Psalm 121 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

L  Let us pray. 

 a We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, 
  which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. 
  As Christ has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ  
  in our neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 543           “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 
 

Stanza 1 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” BWV 642            J. S. Bach 

 
+   +   + 
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Third Sunday in Lent 
 

Exodus 17:1-7   †   Psalm 95   †   Romans 5:1-11   †   John 4:5-42 
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http://bread.org/
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:bkmoch@gmail.com
mailto:dzdenek@gmail.com
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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