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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   on slane                                                                           Craig Phillips 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “Be Thou My Vision” (#793)                                                      slane 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*A Litany of Sorrows and Sins 
 

 P Hear our lament, tenderhearted God. 
  Receive our petitions, benevolent God. 
  Forgive us our sins,  
  preserve us from evil, 
  and protect us in death. 

 C Support us, mighty God. 
 

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor Hull; tr. Mary Byrne; Music: Irish traditional 
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*Kyrie   —   from All Creation Sings, setting 11                Ana Hernandez 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 P We have honored false gods, desecrated your name, devalued worship,  
  disdained our elders, harmed both neighbors and nature, 
  misused sexuality, cheated and stolen, lied and slandered, 
  and coveted what you have given to others. 

 C Forgive us, loving God. 
 

 P From plague and disease, from hunger and thirst, from injury and infirmity,  
  from unemployment and homelessness, from ignorance and despair,  
  from loneliness and fear, and from early or painful death, 

 C Protect us, compassionate God. 
 

 P Loving God, merciful, gracious, compassionate, 
  remember your promise to save: 
  remember Cain, saved from revenge; 
  remember Noah, saved from the flood; 
  remember Sarah, saved from childlessness; 
  remember Hagar, saved from thirst; 
  remember the Israelites, saved from slavery; 
  remember Ruth, saved from starvation; 
  and remember Naaman, saved from disease. 

 C Remember your promise, O God. 
 

 P We implore you, faithful God, to receive our petitions,  
  as you hear the prayers of your Son,  
  as you heed the groaning of your Spirit. 

 C Have mercy, O God. Amen. 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully  
  and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace,  
  and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Exodus 20:1-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1God spoke all these words: 
  2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
  4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous 
God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth genera-
tion of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of 
those who love me and keep my commandments. 
  7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will 
not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
  8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any 
work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 
alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sab-
bath day and consecrated it. 
  12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you. 
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 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 19, “The Heavens Declare God’s Glory”             brother james’ air 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

  13You shall not murder.  
  14You shall not commit adultery. 
  15You shall not steal. 
  16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
  17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Paraphrase: Timothy Dudley-Smith, © 1981 Hope Publishing; Music: James Macbeth Bain; arr. Gordon Jacob 
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 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation                          kas dziedāja 
 

 

 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   John 2:13-22 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 2nd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                      Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was written, 
“Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 
show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction for forty-
six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of 
his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said 
this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 



 

8 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” (#611)                            kingsfold 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Installation of Council Members 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 

Text: Horatius Bonar; Music: English folk tune 
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  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 

 

  on wondrous love                                                                                David N. Johnson 

 
*Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

 P Gracious God, we have heard your Word of Life today.  
  While our sin is great, your determination to save has proven greater.  
  Thank you for Jesus who leads us out of the wilderness and into the community 
  declaring, “The kingdom of God has come near.” Embolden us with the gift of  
  your Holy Spirit that we may share your love and salvation with all creation,  
  through Jesus Christ in whose name we pray. 

 C Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
  

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” (#803)                    hamburg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Isaac Watts; Music: Lowell Mason 
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*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   Voluntary in F Major                                      F. Melius Christiansen 

 

+   +   + 
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mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

Numbers 21:4-9   †   Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22   †   Ephesians 2:1-10   †   John 3:14-21 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
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