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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “If You But Trust in God to Guide You”                       Craig Phillips 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 769      “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
  who journeys with us these forty days, 
  and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
  our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 P Holy God, 

 C we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and  
  do not trust your holy word; we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
  we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over compassion. 
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
  Amen. 
 

 P Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave  
  the only Son, so that all may receive life. This promise is for everyone. 

  God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name, 
  and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to  
  new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises,  
  that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son,  
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the  
  Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Genesis 12:1-4a                                             Spark Story Bible, page 26 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 121 
 

 
 

 
  1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 
   from where is my | help to come? 
  2My help comes | from the Lord, 
   the maker of heav- | en and earth. 
 

 3The Lord will not let your | foot be moved 
   nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 
  4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 
   will neither slum- | ber nor sleep; 
 

1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 
you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.” 
 4aSo Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 
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 5the Lord watches | over you; 
   the Lord is your shade at | your right hand; 
  6the sun will not strike | you by day, 
   nor the | moon by night. 
 

 7The Lord will preserve you | from all evil 
   and will | keep your life. 
  8The Lord will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 
   from this time forth for- | evermore. 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 
2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before 
God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to 
him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as 
something due. 5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such 
faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adher-
ents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law 
brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and 
be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to 
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I 
have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he 
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 
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*Gospel   —   John 3:1-17 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                  Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 948                             “Womb of Life and Source of Being” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of ACS Hymnal, page 17 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; 
for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus an-
swered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 
born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown 
old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water 
and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do 
not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows 
where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to 
him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and 
yet you do not understand these things? 11Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know 
and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you 
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heav-
enly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.” 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”                   Brenda Portman 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Wer nur den lieben Gott lässt walten” BWV 642                       J. S. Bach 
    “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                For music, see ELW No. 188 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea; there’s a kindness in 
God’s justice which is more than liberty. There is no place where earth’s sorrows are 
more felt than up in heaven. There is no place where earth’s failings have such kind-

ly judgement given. God has shown you what is good. And what does the Lord re-
quire of you? To act justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with your God. For the 

love of God is broader than the measures of the mind; and the heart of the Eternal is 
most wonderfully kind. Make our love, O God, more faithful; let us take you at your 

word, and our lives will be thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. Amen.                            
 – Frederick Faber, Micah 6:8 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present  
  them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts  
  to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through  
  Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Lift Thine Eyes” from Elijah               Felix Mendelssohn 

 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 323                                   “God Loved the World” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes to the mountains, whence cometh help. Thy help 
cometh from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. He hath said, thy foot shall 

 not be moved. Thy Keeper will never slumber.  – adapted from Psalm 121 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Embodied God, 
  at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
  With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
  empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
  and touch the world with your love. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 759                                  “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on olivet                                                                  David Blackwell 

 

+   +   + 
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Third Sunday in Lent 
 

Exodus 17:1-7   †   Psalm 95   †   Romans 5:1-11   †   John 4:5-42 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/55/responses/new
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/55/responses/new
mailto:staggart@northfieldschools.org
mailto:jdavis@StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://thrivent.com/
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ċ

mailto:women.stjohns500@gmail.com
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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