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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “There in God’s Garden”                                   Robert Buckley Farlee 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 342                               “There in God’s Garden” 
 

Stanzas 1–4 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,  
  who journeys with us these forty days, 
  and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
  our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 P Holy God, 

 C we confess to you our faults and failings. 
  Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
  we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
  we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
  we choose fear over compassion. 
  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
  as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
  Amen. 
 

 P Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave  
  the only Son, so that all may receive life. This promise is for everyone. 

  God embraces you with divine mercy, + forgives you in Christ’s name, 
  and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

 C Amen. 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and  
  around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty  
  promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and  
  restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and  
  reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7                                       Spark Story Bible, page 14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 
 

15The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 
16And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the gar-
den; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day 
that you eat of it you shall die.” 
 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the gar-
den’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the gar-
den; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 32:1-7 
 
 

 
 
 1Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 
   and whose sin is | put away! 
  2Happy are they to whom the Lord im- | putes no guilt, 
   and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 
  3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 
   because of my groaning | all day long. 
  4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 
   my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer. 
  5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 
   I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.”  
  Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin. 
  6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble; 
   when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. 
  7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 
   you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.  

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 4:1-11                                  Spark Story Bible, page 248 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 4th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

 

1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came and said 
to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 
4But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed 
him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                              Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 922                                                   “When We Are Tested” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On 
their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a 
stone.’ ” 7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’ ” 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! 
for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 11Then the devil 
left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “The Tree of Life”                                                     arr. James Biery 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley”               Thomas Keesecker 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                For music, see ELW No. 188 
 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 
and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 
and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

 

 
 
 

The tree of life with every good in Eden’s holy orchard stood, and of its fruit so pure 
and sweet God let the man and woman eat. Yet in this garden also grew another 
tree, of which they knew; its lovely limbs with fruit adorned against whose eating 

God had warned. The stillness of that sacred grove was broken, as the serpent strove 
with tempting voice to Eve beguile and Adam too by sin defile. O day of sadness 

when the breath of fear and darkness, doubt and death, its awful poison first dis-
played within the world so newly made. What mercy God showed to our race, a plan 
of rescue by his grace: in sending One from woman’s seed, the One to fill our great-
est need—for on a tree uplifted high his only Son for sin would die, would drink the 
cup of scorn and dread to crush the ancient serpent’s head! Now from that tree of 
Jesus’ shame flows life eternal in his name; for all who trust and will believe, salva-

tion’s living fruit receive. And of this fruit so pure and sweet the Lord invites the 
world to eat, to find within this cross of wood the tree of life with every good.                                            

              – Stephen Starke 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present  
  them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts  
  to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very presence through  
  Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 
 

On the fourth Sunday of the month during communion, we offer the practice of  
anointing your brow with oil and receiving a blessing. If you want, you may ask for a  

specific prayer blessing from the anointer. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 325                    “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Embodied God, 
  at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
  With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
  empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
  and touch the world with your love. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 321         “Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Heut triumphieret Gottes Sohn” BWV 630                  J. S. Bach 

 

+   +   + 
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Second Sunday in Lent 
 

Genesis 12:1-4a   †   Psalm 121   †   Romans 4:1-5, 13-17   †   John 3:1-17 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org?subject=Kid's%20Night%20Out
http://thrivent.com/
http://lwr.org/
http://lutheran-mideast.org/
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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