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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Toccata in Seven”               John Rutter 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 318                     “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” 

 
*Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of  
  the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright  
  cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as  
  your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy  
  its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns  
  with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
(10:45) Anthem   —   “Festival Alleluia”                           Allen Pote 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jubilate and Laudate Choirs 

Sing unto God all the heavens and earth, alleluia, clap your hands, rejoice and sing a 
joyful song. Sing it loudly, sing it merrily, sing it softly, sing with a beautiful melody. 
Sing unto God all the heavens and earth, alleluia, celebrate and with a cheerful voice 
sing alleluia, sing it from your heart. Make your life a song to God. Listen to the 
rhythm, to the rhythm of creation, listen to the beat of life. Wake up to the wonder of 
a world in celebration, wake up to a world of light, and sing, children, sing alleluia, 
praise to the Lord above. Sing, children, sing alleluia, God is love. 
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18                                                   Pew Bible, page 93 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 99                                                 yigdal 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Second Reading   —   2 Peter 1:16-21                                                       Pew Bible, page 987 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Text: Psalm 99, paraphrase Michael Morgan © 1999 MM, admin. Witherspoon Press 
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*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah”                    Caribbean traditional 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 17:1-9                    Spark Story Bible, page 358; Pew Bible, page 789 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 17th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon                             Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 306           “Come, Beloved of the Maker” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of the hymnal, page 127 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer.
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*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

(8:30) “Christus Paradox”            arr. Alfred Fedak 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”            Robert Buckley Farlee 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Ye Watchers and Ye Holy One” stanza 4  lasst uns erfreuen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd. You, Lord, are both prince and slave. You, 
peacemaker and sword-bringer of the way you took and gave. You the everlasting 
instant; you, whom we both scorn and crave. Clothed in light upon the mountain, 
stripped of might upon the cross, shining in eternal glory, beggar’d by a soldier’s 
toss, you the everlasting instant; you, who are both gift and cost. You, who walk 
each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side. You, who preach a way that’s narrow, 
have a love that reaches wide. You the everlasting instant; you, who are our pilgrim 
guide. Worthy is our earthly Jesus! Worthy is our cosmic Christ! Worthy your de-
feat and vict’ry. Worthy still your peace and strife. You the everlasting instant; you, 
who are our death and life. Alleluia!                      - Sylvia Dunstan  
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 a Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring,  
  our selves, our time, and our possessions. 
  Through this meal unite us as your body, 
  shining with the light of your justice and mercy; 
  for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sung in English or Spanish. 

 
*Words of Institution 

Music: Argentine traditional 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct you forward. 

Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the bread you will  
be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 
 

On the last Sunday of the month during communion, we offer the practice of anointing with oil on your brow 
and receive a blessing. If you want, you may ask for a specific prayer blessing from the anointer. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Holy Lamb of God” Ya hamalallah                         Yusuf Khill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Anthem   —   “The Only Son from Heaven”                J. S. Bach 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   No. 462               “Now We Join in Celebration” 

Music: © 2003 Yusuf Khill 

The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient seers, by God the father given, in  
human form appears, no sphere his light confining, no star so brightly shining as he, 
our Morning Star. Awaken, Lord, our spirit to know and love you more, in faith to 
stand unshaken, in spirit to adore, that we, through this world moving, each glimpse 
of heaven proving, may reap its fullness there.   - Elizabeth Cruciger, 1500-1535 
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 Hymn   —   No. 315                       “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!” 
 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

L  Let us pray. 

 a Everlasting G0d, we bless you that you have brought us to the  
  mountaintop and fed us with the life and light of your Son. 
  Send us in his name from this place to bring light to all places, 
  healing where lives are torn, and nourishment to every hungry heart, 
  in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 838                           “Beautiful Savior” 
 

Stanzas 3 and 4 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “The Only Son from Heaven” BWV 601              J. S. Bach 

 

+   +   + 
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First Sunday in Lent 
 

Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7   †   Psalm 32   †   Romans 5:12-19   †   Matthew 4:1-11 
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http://www.goodearthvillage.org/
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mailto:merilyn.calcutt@gmail.com
mailto:bkmoch@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
mailto:pfickenscher@stjohnsnorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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