Service of the Word
First Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021 † 9:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!
During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.

Today is the first Sunday in Lent and the feel and mood of worship changes. We are reminded
that Sundays are in Lent but not of Lent. On Lenten Sundays we still proclaim the good news of
the gospel including Easter, but the Alleluia is put away. In Lent our praise is more often in a
minor key or contemplative style, not because there isn’t good news, but because that good
news is borne out of the suffering of our Lord and the realities of our sinful world.
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Prelude — “Thy Holy Wings”

David Cherwien

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “Thy Holy Wings” (#613)

bred dina vida vingar

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, sts. 1,3; Gracia Grindal, sts. 2, © 1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah Publishing; Music: Swedish folk tune

*A Litany of Sorrows and Sins
P Hear our lament, tenderhearted God.
Receive our petitions, benevolent God.
Forgive us our sins,
preserve us from evil,
and protect us in death.
C Support us, mighty God.
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*Kyrie — from All Creation Sings, setting 11

P We have honored false gods,
desecrated your name, devalued worship,
disdained our elders, harmed both neighbors and nature,
misused sexuality, cheated and stolen, lied and slandered,
and coveted what you have given to others.
C Forgive us, loving God.
P From plague and disease,
from hunger and thirst, from injury and infirmity,
from unemployment and homelessness,
from ignorance and despair,
from loneliness and fear,
and from early or painful death,
C Protect us, compassionate God.
P Loving God, merciful, gracious, compassionate,
remember your promise to save:
remember Cain, saved from revenge;
remember Noah, saved from the flood;
remember Sarah, saved from childlessness;
remember Hagar, saved from thirst;
remember the Israelites, saved from slavery;
remember Ruth, saved from starvation;
and remember Naaman, saved from disease.
C Remember your promise, O God.
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Ana Hernandez

P We implore you, faithful God, to receive our petitions,
as you hear the prayers of your Son,
as you heed the groaning of your Spirit.
C Have mercy, O God. Amen.
*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P Holy God, heavenly Father, in the wilderness of temptation you protected
your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels
be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading — Genesis 8:13-22, 9:8-17
13

In the six hundred first year, in the first month, on first day of the month, the waters
were dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked,
and saw that the face of the ground was drying. 14In the second month, on the twentyseventh day of the month, the earth was dry. 15Then God said to Noah, 16“Go out of the
ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with you. 17Bring out with you
every living thing that is with you of all flesh — birds and animals and every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth — so that they may abound on the earth, and be fruitful
and multiply on the earth.” 18So Noah went out with his sons and his wife and his sons’
wives. 19And every animal, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on
the earth, went out of the ark by families. 20Then Noah built an altar to the Lord, and
took of every clean animal and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the
altar. 21And when the Lord smelled the pleasing odor, the Lord said in his heart, “I will
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never again curse the ground because of humankind, for the inclination of the human
heart is evil from youth; nor will I ever again destroy every living creature as I have done.
22
As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter,
day and night, shall not cease.”
9:8
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is
with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as
many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all
flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy
the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in
the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I
bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters
shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I
will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature
of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I
have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody — Psalm 25:1-10, “Lord, I Gladly Trust In You”

gethsemane

Psalm paraphrase: Martin Leckebusch © 2006 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.
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Second Reading — 1 Peter 3:18-22
18

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which
also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did
not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark,
in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which
this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal
to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made
subject to him.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

kas dziedāja

*Gospel — Mark 1:9-15
P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
12
And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels
waited on him.
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent,
and believe in the good news.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Hymn of the Day — “Lord of Our Life” (#766)

christe sanctorum

Text: Matthäus A. von Löwenstern, tr. Philip Pusey; Music: Paris Antiphoner, 1681

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“A Little More Faith in Jesus”

Spiritual, arr. John W. Work III

*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Gracious God, we have heard your Word of Life today.
While our sin is great, your determination to save has proven greater.
Thank you for Jesus who leads us out of the wilderness and into the community
declaring, “The kingdom of God has come near.” Embolden us with the gift of
your Holy Spirit that we may share your love and salvation with all creation,
through Jesus Christ in whose name we pray.
C Amen.
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “Jesus, Still Lead On” (#624)

seelenbräutigam

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, tr. Jane Borthwick; Music: Adam Drese
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*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
Postlude — “Jesus, Still Lead On”

+

Paul Manz

+

11

+

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

12

13

Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 † Psalm 22:23-31 † Romans 4:13-25 † Mark 8:31-38
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